
A BRIEF INFORMATION ON THE 

STATE PHYTOSANITARY CONTROL SERVICE 
AT THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE OF THE REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN 


State Phytosanitary Control Service in the Republic of Azerbaijan was founded in 1931 and operated as the State Plant Quarantine inspection at the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan until the collapse of the USSR. The inspection was abolished in 2000 and its responsibilities were given to the administration of the Ministry of Agriculture as Plant protection and quarantine section. The State Phytosanitary Control Service (hereinafter referred as State Service) was established under the Ministry of Agriculture according to the Decree N467, dated October 23, 2004 of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan and Regulations “On State Phytosanitary control service” was approved with the Decree N226, dated April 20, 2005 of the President.
After the State Service was established, its legal-normative framework was created in a short period of time. Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “On phytosanitary control” was adopted on May 12, 2006. In accordance with the implementation of this Law 24 rules were developed on phytosanitary activities in August, 2006. These rules were approved with regulations N260, dated December 7, 2006, N280, dated December 29, 2006, N 10, dated January 22, 2007, N14, dated January 25, 2007, N29, dated February 13, 2007 of the Cabinet of Ministers. 
The Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan, laws of the Republic of Azerbaijan, decrees and orders of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, resolutions of the Cabinet of Ministers, and orders of the Ministry of Agriculture determines the legal basis of the State Service. 
In its activities, the State Service provides protection of the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan from quarantine pests: timely revealing their sources, preventing mass spreading of pests in plants and plant products, protecting the flora and fauna from impacts of pesticides and other harmful substances, preventing the introduction and spreading of pests that are under phytosanitary control from other countries to the territory of the Azerbaijan Republic and other such activities.
 The structure of the State Service includes the following entities: 
• Administration of the Service, 
• Republic Plant Protection Centre,
• Republic Control Toxicology Laboratory, 
• Republic Plant Quarantine Expertise Laboratory,
• Jengi pesticides polygon,
• District and inter-district plant quarantine points – 16 stations, 
• District plant protection centres – 57 centres,
• Inter-district biological laboratories – 5 laboratories. 

Noticeable success in political, economic and ecological fields were gained as a result of works conducted in the direction of strengthening and improving the State Service’s activities. Simplification of the international trade of plant products, based on the reliability of our trade partners, has facilitated our country’s access to international market and strengthened the protection of the country’s territory from pests and as a result of this, the productivity of agricultural and forest plants has increased, the ecological situation and environmental protection has stabilized. 
Regular phytosanitary monitorings are implemented in the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan for the purposes of collecting information that characterizes phytosanitary condition of biosenoses and agrobiosenoses, specifying spreading area and biological characteristics of quarantine and other potentially dangerous pests. Headquarters function in several regions of the country in order to strengthen activities to control quarantine pests, especially dangerous pests. It is necessary to develop new programs with the assistance of donor organizations to prevent the importation of quarantine and specially dangerous pests to the territory of the Azerbaijan Republic, as well as entrance and spreading of locusts in the country. 
The list of pests revealed in the Republic of Azerbaijan, spread in limited area and that poses potential danger for the country and upon which quarantine can be applied has been identified by the State Service. Albums, stands were developed on quarantine pests and given to the utilization of the State Service’s relevant agencies. 
For the purposes of strengthening the material technical base of the State Service, new agencies of the service are provided with tractors and splashes, hand sprayers, cars, computer sets, fax machines. Construction and opening of administrative buildings and biological laboratories for district (inter-district) and plant quarantine points in the regions of the country is continued. 
Imports and exports of plant products between the Republic of Azerbaijan and Eastern European and CIS countries, especially with countries such as Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, Georgia, Iran, Turkey and Bulgaria is expanded from year to year. 

By January 1st of each year, information on phytosanitary quarantine situation for the Republic of Azerbaijan is prepared for 67 district and 9 cities of the country.  But it is not possible to conduct phytosanitary control in 20% of the country’s territory as this territory was occupied by Armenia.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

One of the cardinal problems standing in front of the country after achieving independence is worthily representing our country in the world in each area, to treat international norms with respect and to benefit from achievements of the world civilization and efficiently use of it. 
International cooperation is fulfilled by the State Service on the basis of bilateral treaties supported in the area of plant quarantine and protection. The Azerbaijan Republic has joined to the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) in 2000, and to the Convention for the establishment of the European and Mediterranean Plant Protection Organization (EPPO) in 2007. State Service gradually broadens collaboration with internationally prestigious organizations in the area of plant quarantine and protection. Intergovernmental agreements on collaboration in the area of plant quarantine and protection have signed with 7 countries since 1992. Corresponding agreements prepared with 20 more countries and they have been presented to the opposite side by diplomatic canals. The Agreements developed based on national legislation, IPPC and international standards are very important from the standpoint of facilitating import-export and transit operations, serves the goal of decreasing mutual introduction risk of pests. 
An exchange of information is ensured systematically with countries that we have agreement with on lists of quarantine pests and changes to them, risk analysis of pests and normative-legal acts. An exchange is conducted on sample models of phytosanitary certificates with countries that import-export operations on plant and plant  products are implemented with. In order to ensure transparency, information enter on the structure and activities of relevant services of the countries that we cooperate with in the field of plant quarantine and protection and this information is submitted to the opposite party of the State Service. 

EPPO regularly sends information on pests newly revealed in the world countries and included in the EPPO’s A1 (a list of pests registered in EPPO region) and A2 (a list of pests recommended for regulation as quarantine pests). This creates an opportunity to be pre-informed about pests that may be revealed in the country and take relevant actions. 

The State Services conducts projects with Turkish International Cooperation and Development Agency (TIKA), FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization) and other organizations in the direction of improving phytosanitary activities. TIKA has rendered technical assistance for supplying quarantine expertise laboratories with modern equipment in 2004. The organization also conducted trainings on the organization of fumigation, plant quarantine inspection for staff members of the service. 

For the purposes of strengthening phytosanitary capacities in Azerbaijan, projects named “Means of activities and management system of computerized plant quarantine” and “Modern phytosanitary  and procedures” in 2003-2005 (TCP/AZE/2801, TCP/AZE/2901) in cooperation with FAO. Assessment of phytosanitary capabilities in the country was conducted with methodologies of FAO and World Trade Organization (WTO) and directions for improving the activities is identified within the projects. Trainings were organized on the assessment of phytosanitary risks for the State Service’s staff members and technical assistance was given for conducting quarantine examination in the laboratories of the border passage plant quarantine stations.

In the direction of the Azerbaijan Republic’s WTO membership, works are done with FAO experts for the purposes of ensuring the compliance of legislation in the field of phytosanitary to the WTO’s SPS agreement and currently cooperation in underway with USAID, USDA and other foreign organizations for developing normative-legal acts on relevant fields. For the purposes of accelerating Azerbaijan’s membership to the WTO, a series of trainings were conducted within the technical assistance project implemented by the government of Germany and an information and notification center was established within the Ministry of Agriculture for ensuring information transparency in the Sanitary-Phytosanitary field. 

For the purposes of ensuring laboratories’ reliable and purposely work from the technical standpoint, their compliance with “Kodeks Alimentarius” and EU requirements, the level of preparedness of the Toxicological-Control Laboratory under the State Service has been checked with the help of Federal Ministry of Germany on Foods, Agriculture and Consumer Protection for accreditation meeting the ISO/IEC 17025 requirements and a report form has been developed. 

The State Service has identified directions of its activities in the coming years and, taking into account the characteristics of the projects the implementation of which are planned by Germany’s Technical Cooperation Agency (GTZ), Technical Cooperation Bureau of the Islamic Development Bank in Azerbaijan, has submitted proposals on projects that could be developed in the direction of organization and improvement of expert services in the field of phytosanitary, rendering harmful, packing and transporting pesticides and other outdated chemical substances. 
For the purposes of ensuring compliance with the requirements of the WTO on the eve of joining the Sanitary and Phytosanitary Agreement and learning and applying the international experience, the State Service’s staff members regularly participate in international events conducted in foreign countries, works of commissions. The State Service also assists in  the organization of international seminars and conferences. In 2006 the state service organized conference-seminar for the Coordination Council for plant quarantine of CIS and EPPO-s Eastern European and Russian speaking countries. 
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