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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES

Third Session

Rome, 7 – 11 April 2008 

Report on Dispute Settlement Activities since CPM-2

Agenda Item 11.2 of the Provisional Agenda

I. Subsidiary Body on Dispute Settlement (SBDS)

1.
A verbal report of the Sixth Meeting of the SBDS (02 & 03 April 2008) will be provided by the Chairperson. The full report of this meeting will be available from the document desk and will be available through https://www.ippc.int/id/191721
II. Phytosanitary Disputes
2.
The IPPC Secretariat was contacted by a contracting party in 2007 regarding a phytosanitary dispute and informal discussions are ongoing. This relates to the implementation of ISPMs 7 & 12.

3.
The Secretariat was notified by another contracting party that the issue related to a tentative phytosanitary dispute enquiry made in 2006 had been resolved to their satisfaction without the need to formally activate the IPPC dispute settlement system.  This related to the implementation of ISPMs 7 & 12.

4.
Four other contracting parties have made enquiries regarding the IPPC dispute settlement system but there has been no further follow-up by the countries in this regard.

III. Advocacy Material

5.
Mr Lopian, Vice-Chairperson of the CPM, presented the IPPC dispute settlement system to an informal session of the WTO-SPS Committee in June 2007. This significantly increased awareness of the process. Interest was expressed by a number of countries and feedback was positive. 
6.
The IPPC Dispute Settlement manual is now available in 5 FAO languages through the IPP at https://www.ippc.int/id/144307. English, French and Spanish versions of the manuals have also been distributed through the WTO-SPS Committee process.

7.
The IPPC Dispute Settlement flyer (promotional material) is now available in 5 FAO languages in paper format and through the IPP at https://www.ippc.int/id/13412. Copies are available at the documents desk.

IV. Open-ended Working Group on a Possible Compliance Mechanism for the IPPC

8.
An Open-ended Working Group on a Possible Compliance Mechanism for the IPPC was held in Malaysia from 18-21 September 2007.
9.
The conclusions and recommendations of the OEWG can be found in CPM 2008/22 and will be discussed under Agenda Item 11.3. The full report of the OEWG is available through https://www.ippc.int/id/191721 and is available at the documents desk.
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