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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES
Fourth Session

Rome, 30 March – 3 April 2009 

Report by the Standards Committee Chairperson

Agenda Item 9.1 of the Provisional Agenda

1.
Dear colleagues, this is my first experience as Chairman of the Standards Committee (SC). I would like to thank my SC colleagues and the IPPC Secretariat for the support they have been giving to my SC activities.
2.
The SC only had one meeting in 2008 due to constraints on the IPPC resources. The SC-7 meeting in May 2008 was held in order not to postpone standard setting procedures and SC important decisions. In November 2008, the SC-7 and SC conducted their meeting outside FAO Headquarters, hosted by the Government of Brazil.
3.
The SC-7 meeting in May 2008 received observers for the first time, in compliance with the CPM-3 (2008) decision. All SC-7 members participated except the South African representative. The IPPC Secretary opened the meeting. The Secretary mentioned the constraints on IPPC resources and made references to the July 2008 FAO High level Conference on World Food Security: The Challenges of Climate Changes and Bioenergy. Two topics from the standard setting work programme were discussed during the SC-7 opening: the international movement of grain and the regulation of stored products in international trade.
I. SC-7 meeting in May 2008
4.
The May SC-7 meeting considered drafts ISPMs for member consultation. These were:
· Revision of ISPM No 15 (Guidelines for regulating wood packaging material in international trade)
· Categorization of commodities according to their phytosanitary risk
· Potato minitubers and micropropagative material
· Post entry quarantine facilities
· Terminology of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) in relation to the Glossary of phytosanitary terms 
· ISPM No 5 (Glossary of phytosanitary terms) amendments 
· Systems approaches for the pest risk management of fruit flies
· Appropriate level of protection, an ISPM No 11 (Pest risk analysis for quarantine pests, including analysis of environmental risks and living modified organisms) supplement.
· The expression “Not widely distributed” an ISPM No 5 (Glossary of phytosanitary terms) supplement.
· Trapping procedures for fruit flies
· Pest risk management for plants for planting
5.
In addition, the specification for international movement of wood was analyzed and approved by the SC-7 to be sent for member consultation. 
6.
It was the first time so many documents were sent for member consultation (other than phytosanitary treatments). 
7.
In meeting requirements for transparency agreed by the CPM, the work programme of the SC has become more complex and extensive. Therefore, the SC agenda includes reviewing member comments, the SPTA and Focus Group recommendations, and work arising from the Technical Panels (TPs) in addition to previous SC agenda items that had not been dealt with. In general the TPs produce more documents than a EWG because they have a continuous work plan to follow.
8.
Because the SC did not meet after the SC-7 in May this year, other important matters could not be discussed or approved. These matters were transferred to the SC meeting in November 2008.
II. SC meetings in November 2008
9.
The last SC meeting took place outside FAO headquarters for the first time. The Brazilian Government offered to host the SC meeting in Brazil. This offer had the intention to help the IPPC Secretariat in relation to resources constraints and logistics arrangements because the FAO Conference was scheduled to be held on the same dates as the SC meeting in FAO. Although many bureaucratic arrangements had to be completed, the Brazilian Government and FAO agreed that Brazil would host the SC meeting in Salvador, Brazil. All members of the SC meeting were hosted in the same place for the first time. This was important to facilitate discussions, interaction and integration among SC members. The intention was to see if such an arrangement could improve SC meeting productivity and save costs for IPPC.
III. SC-7 meeting in November 2008
10.
The SC-7 meeting that is usually held one week prior to the SC meeting, also met in Brazil. All members were present and two observers were present. The SC-7 discussed incorporating the draft revision of ISPM No.15 in the agenda schedule. This was agreed due to its importance to plant health and international trade. The group recognized the steward’s efforts to analyze all the countries comments in just a few days. The SC-7 looked at the following drafts:
· ISPM No.15 revision
· Categorization of commodities according to their phytosanitary risk
· Post entry quarantine facilities
· Terminology of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) in relation to the Glossary of phytosanitary terms 
· ISPM No. 5 amendments 
11.
The draft ISPM for post entry quarantine facilities was not considered ready to be sent to the CPM because of the inconsistencies between its draft and the specification. The steward changed it three times between the first draft and the one for member consultation. The SC-7 proposed guidance for revising the draft ISPM that could be done by email without calling for another meeting of the EWG. The SC also suggested the new draft should take into consideration the current draft, member comments, SC comments and the proposed document on this matter from New Zealand.
IV. SC meeting in November 2008
12.
Four SC members were not able to attend the meeting in Brazil.  Almost all items were discussed despite the huge SC agenda. This included documentation about:
· Functions of the positions of SC Chair, Vice-Chair and Rapporteur
· Items arising from CPM-3 
· Independent external evaluation of the IPPC

· Focus group on the review of standard setting procedures

· Terms of reference and rules of procedure for the SC

· Guidelines on the duties of members of the Standard Committee
· Common procedures for technical panels
· Guidelines on the role of a steward
· Information about the informal working group on strategic planning and technical assistance
· Establishment of working procedures for decisions to be made by email
· Report of the November 2007 SC meeting 
· Report of the May 2008 meeting SC-7 working group
· Update on the Standard Setting work programme
· Executive summaries of the work on technical panels
· Establishment of working procedures for the SC-7
· Issues relating to stewards, experts and meeting attendance
· Report of the November 2008 SC-7 meeting
· Draft specification for review of member comments and approval about forest tree seeds
· Adjustment to the standard setting work programme 
· Review of 2009 meeting calendar
· Discussion and evaluation of holding SC meetings outside Rome
· Drafts ISPMs for review of member comments and redrafting

· Draft amendments to ISPM No 5

· Draft ISPM Categorization of commodities according to their pest risk

· Draft appendix to ISPM No 5 – Terminology of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) in relation to the Glossary of phytosanitary terms

· Draft ISPM Regulation of wood packaging material in international trade (revision of ISPM No 15) 
13.
The four drafts identified above were reviewed by the SC and approved to be submitted for CPM-4 (2009) for adoption. The draft on amendments to ISPM No. 5 was approved with the addition of the word “may” in relation to corrective actions, instead of saying that countries need to agree in relation to the corrective actions.  The draft on CBD terminology was approved as appendix of ISPM No 5. The final approval of this document will help facilitate understanding between the work of the IPPC and the CBD. 
14.
The draft on categorization of commodities was approved after changes in relation to regulated pests (for example only regulated non quarantine pests could be mentioned in the category 4 (propagative material). Another appendix was added to facilitate trade and avoid requests for phytosanitary certificates for products that are categorized as 1, or not possible to host pests. 
15.
The draft on the revision of ISPM No. 15 received many suggestions and the new text has the intention to prevent the spread of pests and also facilitate understanding and management of wood packing material in international trade. A suggestion in relation to the use of should or must in the draft was discussed and the group agreed to use must when there is an obligation or a mandatory statement in the draft.
16.
During the discussion of the update of the standard setting work programme there was a suggestion that the topic of international movement of grain to be changed to high priority and that a special session during CPM-4 be conducted in relation to this topic.
17.
As there was no more time available to discuss the topic of issues associated with diagnostic protocols and phytosanitary treatments the group agreed to exchange suggestions by e-mail. During this electronic discussion, the need to mention the quality condition of the commodity, the potential level of residues and environmental effects of the treatment were the main points of discussion. Some members thought this was not an IPPC issue and others mentioned these aspects were fundamental in relation to the feasibility of the proposed treatment. 
18.
The SC agenda items about two specifications and the procedure manual were postponed for the next SC meeting. 
19.
The SC attempted to provide summaries of responses to substantive comments made by members which were not incorporated into the standards but found this task extremely difficult. The SC will be requesting the CPM to reconsider this task outlined in the standard setting procedure. 
20.
Another important point of the SC agenda was the evaluation of the meeting outside FAO headquarters. The general overview was positive despite the opinion of one member that would like to make use of the trip to contact his country representative in Rome. My opinion is that a meeting in a place that facilitates communication and interaction of SC members is very positive. The interpretation service was able to adapt its working hours to accommodate the SC needs, contributing to a more productive meeting. In addition, differently from SC meetings previously experienced, in which some members had to depart early, all members were able to remain until the meeting closure. Although these are positive findings, I suggest for organizing a meeting outside FAO Headquarters at least 9 months of preparation in advance.
21.
Finally I would like to thank the stewards for their immense contribution to the standard setting procedures, the cooperation of the Secretariat team and the support I received from my Government to host the SC meeting in Brazil.
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