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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES

Fifth Session

Rome, 22-26 March 2010
Adjusting translations, formatting and editing of adopted ISPMs

Prepared by the Secretariat based on CPM-5 member interventions

Agenda Item 9.7 of the Provisional Agenda 
1.
Procedure to correct errors in language versions of ISPMs after adoption
1. CPM adopts ISPMs in all FAO languages

2. Members from each FAO language group are invited, if they have concerns with the translations of ISPMs adopted this year, to organize a Language Review Group (LRG) to consider the preferred use of terminology and help identify editing and formatting errors. Each Language Review Group is requested to identify a coordinator for communications to the Secretariat, describe how they will organize themselves (e.g. teleconference, exchange of documents etc.) and explain their structure. Each Language Review Group is requested to involve a representative from the appropriate FAO language translation group and the respective TPG member(s) for that language.

3. Each Language Review Group would be invited to review ISPMs adopted this year and submit comments on terminology preferences, editorial and formatting mistakes to the Secretariat through their identified coordinator no later than one month after adoption by CPM.

4. If no comments are submitted, the version adopted at CPM would remain the final version.

5. If comments are submitted through the above process, translation and editing issues in languages other than English will be forwarded to the FAO translation services to implement. Comments regarding the translation of glossary terms will be transmitted to the TPG through the SC as they might result in changes to numerous ISPMs. All other issues would be addressed by the Secretariat.

6. Modified versions of ISPMs will be identified as such and posted on the IPP.

7. Modified ISPMs will be verified by CPM. A standing item for verification of modifications will be included on all CPM agendas and a corresponding paper will indicate which ISPMs have been modified. This agenda item is not to re-open discussion on already adopted ISPMs, it is strictly to verify terminology, editorial and formatting corrections.

8. Members will be invited to note the modifications or raise objections. If no objections are raised, the modified version of the ISPM posted on the IPP will be considered the final version.

9. If objections are raised, the CPM will decide how to proceed and if no consensus is reached, the language version adopted at the (previous) CPM meeting will be considered the final version.

10. Members that have not participated in the process described above are requested not to raise objections at CPM.

The CPM is invited to: 

1. Agree to the process outlined above for correcting mistakes in ISPMs in language versions other than English after adoption.

2. Invite members of each FAO language group to consider whether they have concerns with the translation of ISPMs adopted at CPM-5 and, if so, to form a Language Review Group (LRG).  The LRGs should inform the Secretariat about their structure and of their coordinator, and describe how they will organize to assemble comments from their members on the preferred use of terminology, editorials and formatting and also decision making procedures.

3. Invite established Language Review Groups to review ISPMs adopted at CPM-5 and submit comments through their coordinator to the Secretariat within 1 month after adoption of ISPMs by the CPM.
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