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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES

Fifth Session

Rome, 22-26 March 2010

Report of the Ozone Secretariat
Agenda Item 8.4 of the Provisional Agenda

1.
A report from the Ozone Secretariat on progress under the Montreal Protocol on issues of relevance to the IPPC is provided in Annex.

Progress under the Montreal Protocol on Issues of Relevance to the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC)

1.
Successful cooperation between the Montreal Protocol and the International Plant Protection Convention has continued and enabled further progress in addressing the issue of reducing use and emissions of methyl bromide in quarantine and pre-shipment (QPS) application.

2.
At the Twentieth Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol held from 16-20 November 2008 in Doha, the Parties adopted decision XX/6 “Actions by Parties to reduce methyl bromide use for quarantine and pre-shipment purposes and related emissions”.  One of the action items of the decision which was also of key relevance to the IPPC was the request to the Ozone Secretariat to organize a workshop in 2009 in cooperation with the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel (TEAP) and the IPPC Secretariat and other relevant bodies, to discuss the report of the work requested of TEAP in the same decision to review all available information on the use of methyl bromide for QPS applications and related emissions, assess trends in the major uses, report on available alternatives and other mitigation options, and barriers to the adoption of alternatives.  The workshop was to determine possible further actions.  
3.
TEAP revitalized and streamlined its Quarantine and Pre-shipment Task Force (QPSTF) to work on the tasks under decision XX/6.  The IPPC Secretariat participated in the QPSTF and hosted the QPSTF meeting in September 2009 at its premises in Rome.  QPSTF issued its Interim Report
 as part of the TEAP progress report for consideration by the Parties to the Montreal Protocol at the Twenty-ninth Meeting of the Open-ended Working Group (Geneva, 15-18 July 2009) and the final report
 for the Twenty-first Meeting of the Parties (Port Ghalib, 4-8 November 2009).

4.
As requested in decision XXI/6, the Workshop on Methyl Bromide Use for Quarantine and Pre-shipment Purposes was convened on 3 November 2009 in Port Ghalib, Egypt, immediately prior to the Twenty-first Meeting of the Parties.  On the basis of the presentations by the Scientific Assessment Panel of the Montreal Protocol, QPSTF, the Vice Chair of the Commission of the Phytosanitary Measures of the IPPC and several Parties, discussions were held on alternatives to methyl bromide, new technologies, health effects and possible financing through the Multilateral Fund, among other things.  It is noteworthy that for the workshop, the Ozone Secretariat in consultation with the IPPC Secretariat invited the Regional and National Plant Protection Organizations to participate in the workshop including through national level coordination with ozone focal points to discuss national inputs to the workshop. The Co-Chairs’ Summary
 and the final report
 of the Workshop are available on the Ozone Secretariat website.
5.
The Twenty-First Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol, Port Ghalib, 4-8 November 2009, discussed QPS matters, particularly with a focus on the outcome of the Workshop.  The Parties, recognizing that methyl bromide use for QPS purposes is a remaining uncontrolled use of ozone-depleting substances, noting that the TEAP’s QPSTF concluded that there are technically feasible alternatives for a large proportion of the QPS uses of methyl bromide, and further noting that under the IPPC alternative treatments were under review, took decision XXI/10
 on further actions on QPS.  Action items of particular relevance to the IPPC include the following:

· The Parties requested the TEAP and  its Methyl Bromide Technical Options Committee, in consultation with other relevant experts and the IPPC Secretariat to provide a report to be considered by the Thirtieth Meeting of the Open-ended Working Group covering the following:

· A review of available information on the technical and economical feasibility of alternatives, and the estimated availability, for the following categories of QPS uses: sawn timber and wood packaging material (ISPM 15); grains and similar foodstuffs; pre-plant soils use; and logs;
· The current availability and market penetration rate of QPS alternatives to the uses listed above, and their relation with regulatory requirements and other drivers for the implementation of alternatives; 

· An update of table 9.1 of the 2009 Task Force report to include economic aspects, and to take account of the information compiled under this paragraph, distinguishing between Article 5 and non Article 5 parties and between quarantine and pre-shipment uses separately;

· A description of a draft methodology, including assumptions, limitations, objective parameters, the variations within and between countries and how to take account of them, that the TEAP would use, if requested by the Parties, for the assessment of the technical and economical feasibility of alternatives, of the impact of their implementation and of the impacts of restricting the quantities of methyl bromide production and consumption for QPS uses;

· The Parties are encouraged to:

· apply best-practice measures to reduce methyl bromide QPS use and emissions using various ways and means;

· consider adopting, where possible within their national policy framework, incentives to promote the transition to alternatives such as deposit/rebate schemes or other financial measures;
· develop documents that summarise information on technical options to reduce emissions, and on adopted technologies that have replaced methyl bromide QPS applications, the reductions achieved, the investments needed, the operating costs, and the funding strategies; and 

· to implement the recommendations of the third meeting of the Commission of the Phytosanitary Measures under the IPPC, also referred to in Decision XX/6;

� http://ozone.unep.org/Assessment_Panels/TEAP/Reports/TEAP_Reports/Teap_progress_report_May2009.pdf


� http://ozone.unep.org/Assessment_Panels/TEAP/Reports/TEAP_Reports/teap-qpstf-october2009.pdf


� http://ozone.unep.org/Meeting_Documents/mop/21mop/MOP-21-INF-10E.pdf


� To be provided


� Report of the Twenty-first Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol, http://ozone.unep.org/Meeting_Documents/mop/21mop/MOP-21-8E.pdf
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