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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES

Fifth Session

Rome, 22-26 March 2010
Comment of EU on Agenda Item 12.1: Revised Phytosanitary Capacity Building Strategy

Agenda Item 12.1 of the Provisional Agenda 

12. 
Goal 4:
Improved phytosanitary capacity of members

12.1 
Revised capacity building strategy 

        
Document CPM 2010/19

(Shared competence – MS vote)

EU Position: The following statement is proposed: 
The EU and its Member States regard the concept paper on national phytosanitary capacity and the revised national phytosanitary capacity strategy operational plan as an important outcome of complex and detailed discussions of two OEWGs, and as a foundation of the IPPC phytosanitary capacity building strategy. Although there still seem to be some room for improvements in both of these documents, we are of the opinion that they should be approved in this session of the CPM. We are prepared to give our support to their approval, provided the following modest amendments are accepted.

1.    We propose to amend the definition of the national phytosanitary capacity in part 2 of Annex 1, so as to read: 

“The ability of organizations, systems and individuals of a country to perform functions effectively and sustainably in order to protect plants and plant products from pests and as a result thereof  to facilitate trade, in the context of the IPPC.”

With this change, the definition will put the emphasis on the official structures of a country (e.g. NPPOs) and distinguish the aim of protecting plants and plant products from pests, which is the primary objective of the national phytosanitary capacity, from a facilitation of trade, which is the consequence of the national phytosanitary capacity being correctly employed. 

2.   The analogous change is proposed to be done in the vision statement in part 1 of Annex 2, so that it would read:

“NPPOs able to effectively and sustainably service the needs of their country in the protection of plants and plant products and as a result thereof facilitating trade.” 
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