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1.
A report from the South Africa Development Community (SADC) is provided in Annex
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SADC REPORT TO THE SIXTH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION FOR PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES (CPM 6) MEETING

Rome, 14 - 18 March 2011

The SADC region attaches great importance to the global and regional activities for managing crop pests in order to contribute to food security and to trade safely in agricultural products. In the past one year, the region has carried out a number of activities aimed at improving the capacity of Member States in meeting the international phytosanitary standards. 

In conjunction with the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries of the Republic of South Africa and the FAO, the SADC Secretariat held a successful training of IPP Editors in September/October 2010. The training was attended by IPP Editors from SADC Member States and was facilitated by experts from the IPP Secretariat in Rome. The training was very valuable to the region and gave the participants skills for improving their opportunities for sharing of phytsanitary information and meeting their IPPC obligations. 

The SADC Secretariat continues to encourage and support its Member States to become Contracting Parties to the International Plant Protection Convention. In this regard, there has been significant engagement with Angola, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Lesotho, and Zimbabwe during 2010. Of the four countries, Lesotho is likely to sign the convention before the end of 2011, while the other three are also making steady progress. Lesotho is also developing a national plant protection policy and a plant protection legislation, both of which are critical to the effective management of pests in that country.

During 2010, the SADC Secretariat completed its work on developing a Handbook, which will assist the plant health inspectors identify pests in crop consignments. A book entitled Pests of Economic and ‘Phytosanitay Importance in the SADC region’ was published in November 2010 and is being distributed throughout the region. More publications aimed at raising awareness of the significance of plant protection in agriculture and food security have been planned for the 2011 financial year. 

In February 2011 the SADC Secretariat convened a regional meeting to prepare for Member States’ participation in the CPM6 meeting. In addition, a number of SADC Member States participated in the regional meeting organised by the Inter-African Phytosanitary Council (IAPSC) at which the draft ISPMs were reviewed. 
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