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Progress Report from the Pacific Plant Protection Organisation (PPPO) for 2010

Agenda Item 8.6

A. Summary of Pacific Plant Protection Organisation (PPPO) Activities in 2010

1.
This short brief gives an overview of the Pacific Plant Protection Organisation (PPPO) activities during the past 12 months. The priorities of the PPPO including technical capacity building activities are implemented by the Biosecurity and Trade Support Component of the SPC Land Resources Division.  
Overview of the PPPO
2.
The PPPO consists of the Members of the Pacific Community. Currently there are 26 Members of the Pacific Community consisting of twenty two (22) Pacific Island Countries and Territories (PICTs) and 5 founding members.
3.
Pacific Island Countries and Territories Members are: American Samoa, Cook Islands, Federated States of Micronesia (FSM), Fiji Islands, French Polynesia, Guam, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, New Caledonia, Niue, Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI), Palau, Papua New Guinea (PNG), Pitcairn Islands, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu, and Wallis and Futuna. 
4.
The four founding countries: Australia, France, New Zealand, and the United States of America. The United Kingdom withdrew at the beginning of 1996 from SPC (at the time the South Pacific Commission), rejoined in 1998 and withdrew again in January 2005.
PPPO Secretariat
5.
The Biosecurity and Trade Adviser of the Land Resources Division of the Secretariat of the Pacific Community is the Secretariat of the PPPO.  Mr. Sidney Suma has resigned from this position PPPO Executive Secretary in November 2009 and been replaced by Dr. Viliami Fakava. PPPO wish to acknowledge the hard work and excellent service that Mr. Sidney Suma has provided to this role in these years.  Dr. Fakava has taken over this position since April 2010.
Contracting Parties to the IPPC
6.
A total of thirteen 13 countries are contracting parties: Aus, NZ, Cooks, FSM, Fiji, Niue, Palau, PNG, Samoa, Sol. Is., Tonga, Tuvalu & Vanuatu and 3 countries are non contracting parties and these include Kiribati, Marshall Islands & Nauru. 

Participation in international standard setting process
7.

The Pacific Plant Protection Organisation (PPPO) Secretariat and Pacific representatives of contracting parties to the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) attended the 4th Session of the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures in April 2010.  The regional consultation workshop on the draft ISPMs was conducted this year. This  was held in Nadi, Fiji from the 9 – 13th August 2010. Resources permitting the next regional consultation on the draft ISPMs would be held in Auckland, New  Zealand.  
8.
The representatives from PPPO to CPM Bureau, SC members from the SWP regional als attended the scheduled SC meetings for the period. 

9.
PPPO information including Member contact details have been updated on the IPPC. The PPPO secretariat has distributed regular notices and circulars related to the IPPC and international standards to the Members. 
Implementation of International Standards on Phytosanitary Measures
10.
The level of implementation or use of each standard varies from PICT to PICT but generally all PICTs have used some of the standards in the delivery of their phytosanitary measures. SPC has assisted PICTs implementation of these standards and will continue to assist within its means.
Phytosanitary Capacity Evaluation (PCE)
11.
Under a project funded by the World Trade Organization (WTO) Standards and Trade Development Facility, LRD undertook phytosanitary capacity evaluation in Vanuatu in June. Evaluations have thus far been undertaken in Cook Islands, FSM, Fiji Islands, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Niue, Palau, PNG, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu. The evaluations are undertaken using an internationally accepted phytosanitary capacity evaluation (PCE) tool developed by the FAO-IPPC Secretariat, and the outcomes for the evaluations will be used in developing future interventions in the PICTs by SPC and other development partners. PICTs are encouraged to use the results of PCE in planning and prioritising capacity building initiatives in biosecurity and plant protection.
Pest List Database
12.
The Pest List Database (PLD) for the Pacific is an information system to record agricultural pest occurrences within a country and to provide various reports of those pest occurrences.  LRD continues to maintain the regional Pest List Database (PLD), which is used in import risk analysis and negotiations for market access. Results of pest surveys are captured and updated in respective national plant pest list databases and are maintained by SPC. On request, LRD assistance is provided to countries to verify records and on pest diagnostics.
13.
 Most of the diagnostic work was associated with surveys in Nauru, Kiribati, PNG, Fiji Islands and Tuvalu. Weed surveys were completed for the Kiribati islands of Abemama and Tarawa. Survey records will be available in the Pacific Pest List Database for Kiribati.
14.
LRD also continued to provide information in formats such as posters, leaflets, pest alerts, pest advisory fact sheets and news releases. Specific public awareness information has been provided to PNG on coffee berry borer, to Solomon Islands on cocoa pod borer and to Fiji Islands on subterranean termite Coptertermes gestroi. 
Biosecurity law harmonization and operational manuals
15.
Assistances under the PACREIP project on harmonisation of Biosecurity Bill through provision of information, technical advice or country visits to Solomon Islands, PNG, Vanuatu, Kiribati, Fiji, Cook Islands, Samoa, Tuvalu, Federated States of Micronesia, Niue and Nauru. Most of the countries have been assisted through draft of Biosecurity bill, Fiji and Cook Islands have successfully enacted their biosecurity bills. The PACREIP project that provided assistance on this had been completed at the end of June 2010.
Biosecurity information 
16.
With assistance under the Pacific Regional Economic Integration Programme (PACREIP), LRD set up Biosecurity Information Facilities (BIFs) with equipment, and provided training in Fiji Islands, French Polynesia, Papua New Guinea (PNG), Tuvalu, Solomon Islands, Marshall Islands, and Niue. Equipment and software have also been provided to Tonga, Vanuatu, Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) and Palau. The Cook Islands and the Fiji Islands BIFs are now operational and operators are able to use their online operations manuals to undertake import permitting and export certification using the system.
17.
SPC is also drafting an operational manual to enable effective biosecurity operation in its Member countries. This is a complementary activity to the biosecurity law harmonization and should facilitate closer working network amongst the PICTs. 
Trade facilitation
18.
Trade facilitation continues to be one of the major focus areas of the SPC-LRD. The recent activities in the area includes R&D into pre-export (quarantine) treatments for fresh produce exports, development of system approach to pest risk management for export trade of fruit fly host commodities,  development of training materials, training, participation in trade related conference, meetings, symposium, etc., trade negotiation and technical advisory services.
19.
The SPC is also implementing a regional trade facilitation initiative aimed at promoting agriculture trade amongst the islands of the Pacific and their metropolitan neigbours Australia and New Zealand. The initiative has enabled the expeditious market access for Pacific products in to the Australia and New Zealand markets.  This regional trade facilitation project also ended in June this year.
Biosecurity helpdesk
20.
The SPC-LRD established a biosecurity helpdesk as part of its technical advisory services to better serve its clients (PPPO members). The helpdesk continue to receives and processes email equerries on matters related to biosecurity, trade facilitation and plant protection including advice on import risk analysis.

21.
The helpdesk can be contacted by email at spcbiosecurity@spc.int from outside SPC or alternatively by contacting the PPPO Executive Secretary at the SPC.
 Pest surveillance, outbreak investigation and incursion responses
22.
SPC routinely conducts pest surveys in the Member countries and these surveys forms the basis for establishing pest occurrences status in the individual countries. The survey specimens are forwarded to the established diagnostics centres for identifications and once the authenticated identification of the organism is reverted to the SPC then the records are entered in the PLD as public records.
23.
LRD supported Fiji Islands in the formulation of relevant strategies and actions for the effective long-term control and management of the newly introduced Asian subterranean termite (Coptotermes gestroi), currently infesting buildings and trees in Western Viti Levu.  Technical Assistances, equipment and supplies provided to the Termite Management Program (Operation Kadivuka),and eradications  of Giant African Snail and weevil  in Lautoka, Thrips control on Cook Islands, and cocoa pod borers in PNG.
24.
The fruit fly surveillance programme is carried out in all PICTs with varying intensity. The surveillance in monitoring regimes in countries that are exporting fruit fly host commodities are intensive than smaller non-trading states that concentrate of surveillance at entry points are high risk sites.
25.
LRD continues to provide assistance on fruit fly surveillance and monitoring, including area-wide management of fruit flies. Assistance has been rendered to American Samoa, Samoa, Fiji Islands, PNG, Solomon Islands, Niue, Tuvalu, Marshall Islands, Vanuatu and Kiribati through provision of surveillance equipment, provision of technical advice on quarantine, research and management of fruit flies.
Future Asssistances
26.
Assistances for the future work of the PPPO activities include significant contributions from the followings;
1. Ausaid assistance under Pacific Horticultural and Agricultural Market Access (PHAMA) for improved market access.
2. EU assistance under Facilitating Agricultural Market Access program;

3. NZAid Biosecurity Project.

4. Micronesia Biosecurity Plan

5. ACIAR Cleaner pathway for exports of taro & ornamental

Respectfully submitted

Dr. Viliami Fakava

Executive Secretary

PPPO
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