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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES

Sixth Session

Rome, 14 - 18 March 2011

Phytosanitary capacity development projects and activities databases
Agenda Item 12.1.2 of the Provisional Agenda
I. INTRODUCTION
1.
At the Fifth Session of the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures (CPM-5, (2010)), the CPM encouraged each FAO region to select a contact person as a member of a group to work with the Secretariat of the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC), contracting parties and other stakeholders to catalogue current and planned phytosanitary capacity development activities. In June 2010, the Secretariat asked Bureau members to assist with finding such collaborators.  Six regions nominated candidates (see Table 1 below) to provide information for the catalogue, but one withdrew due to a change in responsibilities.
Table 1. Nominated candidates for each region
	Region
	Name
	Country 
	E-mail adress
	Comment

	Africa 
	Dr. Nagat MUBARAK EL TAYEB 
	Sudan
	neltayb@yahoo.com
	

	Asia
	Dr. Hoang TRUNG
	Vietnam
	hoangtrung69@yahoo.com
	

	Europe
	-
	
	
	A candidate was nominated but withdrew because of change in responsibilities.  Europe has advised that it is considering other arrangements

	Latin America and Caribbean
	-
	
	
	No candidate has been nominated.

	Near East
	Dr. Nagat MUBARAK EL TAYEB 
	Sudan
	neltayb@yahoo.com
	

	North America
	Mr. Craig FEDCHOCK
	USA
	craig.fedchock@aphis.usda.gov
	

	Southwest Pacific
	Dr. Ian NAUMANN
	Australia
	ian.naumann@daff.gov.au
	


2.
In order to undertake this work within the given timeframe, the IPPC Secretariat contracted a short term consultant to collect information, develop two phytosanitary databases (one database on capacity development projects - CDP - and the other on capacity development activities - CDA) and to compile a list of possible collaborators to provide more information on phytosanitary capacity development activities (eg. workshops and seminars for national inspectors).

3.
Most of the experts nominated by Bureau members provided information, which the Secretariat used to populate a database presented to the EWG on Capacity Building in October 2010. The Secretariat is now updating this and the other database with additional information, including from the nominated experts. Initially the databases have been developed on an external server, but the Secretariat hopes to incorporate them into the IPP as soon as someone with the relevant information technology skills is available to the Secretariat.

4.
The two databases developed by the consultant cover basic information such as project or activity identification number, title and field of the activity/project and include comprehensive search and filter functions across database fields. Phytosanitary projects are divided into different categories such as agriculture, plant health, food security, and trade etc., whereas phytosanitary activities are divided according to types e.g. training, seminar, workshops on general SPS topics, phytosanitary measures etc. The user can add additional types if desired. Currently the databases include information on projects and activities whether they are in the planning stage, on-going or closed. The information in the databases ranges from 2005 to the present. The Secretariat does not currently have the resources to include information on projects and activities prior to 2005.

5.
The information that will be contained in the two databases will make it possible to view all relevant phytosanitary capacity building projects and activities within countries and regions and this could assist with determining the gaps and overlaps. The Secretariat believes that these databases will complement the IPPC PCE tool and the IRSS Help Desk function. Detailed information about the funding agency, implementation agency, budget, scope and objective could also help National Plant Protection Organizations (NPPOs) identify possible donors for future projects and activities. The databases will contain information on projects and activities from the seven FAO regions. At the time that this paper was prepared, there were five hundred (500) projects and activities listed in the two databases: North America (173), Latin America and the Caribbean (165), Africa and Near East (135), Asia (36), Europe (36) and Southwest Pacific (5).

II. SUGGESTED FUTURE WORK
6.
The IPPC Secretariat has, in accordance to the request of CPM-5, established databases of phytosanitary capacity development projects and activities.

7.
The Secretariat proposes that: 
1. the two databases be kept updated to allow NPPOs and the broader phytosanitary community to benefit from the information they contain;

2. the databases be linked to the IPP through the "Phytosanitary Resources" area under development and include functionality for NPPOs to upload their own reports on capacity development projects and activities; and
3. additional partners and collaborators be found to allow for the collection of a more complete set of global phytosanitary capacity development data - this is an ongoing and longer term activity.
8.
However, some concerns in filling the databases are that Plant Health / Phytosanitary Issues are often part of larger projects, so there will be the challenge of capturing and screening this information. Operationally, the IPPC Secretariat considers that NPPOs should be responsible for entering new projects and activities into the databases since it is at the country level where such information is available and can be screened for suitability for inclusion in the databases. The IPPC Secretariat would perform additional screening of the information submitted to the databases for quality assurance purposes.

9.
Other challenges in populating the databases include sustained NPPO support for updating and obtaining sustainable medium to long term resources for their maintenance. If NPPOs are not able to provide this sustainability, the Secretariat may need to explore other options, such as maintaining this work through specific projects funded by extra-budgetary resources.

10.
The Secretariat is also working with the Standard Trade and Development Facility (STDF) Secretariat to ensure this information can be utilized and is of value to their capacity development initiatives.

III. RECOMMENDATIONS
11.
The CPM is invited to:

a) Note the databases prepared by the Secretariat.

b) Agree that individual NPPOs be responsible for maintaining and updating the databases in the future.
c) Note that, through extra-budgetary resources, additional Secretariat staff and resources will be needed for ongoing quality assurance and maintenance of the databases.
d) Encourage additional partners and collaborators to participate in this initiative to ensure a more complete set of global phytosanitary capacity development information is available to the phytosanitary community.
e) Note the Secretariat's collaboration with the STDF to make these databases available to the wider phytosanitary community.
	This document is printed in limited numbers to minimize the environmental impact of FAO's processes and contribute to climate neutrality. Delegates and observers are kindly requested to bring their copies to meetings and to avoid asking for additional copies. 
Most FAO meeting documents are available on the Internet at www.fao.org

	W0000



[image: image1.png]