European and Mediterranean Plant Protection Organization (EPPO)
The Director General of EPPO, Mr Nico van Opstal highlighted the progress made in EPPO’s strategic plan over the last year. There is a strong emphasis on PRA work and EPPO is both conducting PRAs, as well as reviewing national PRAs from its Members. EPPO is involved in a research programme, funded by the European Union, which focuses on development of more efficient risk analysis techniques for pests. Training of national experts in using the EPPO PRA scheme is currently also an important activity.

Much activity is ongoing in support of diagnostics. More than 120 diagnostic laboratories from the EPPO region, have entered data in to the database on diagnostic expertise. This database is now freely accessible on the EPPO Website. Guidance on implementation of ISO standard 17025 is drafted and discussed with the European Accreditation body. 

Work is ongoing regarding Invasive Alien Plants and five species have been recommended for regulation, based on PRA. A workshop on Eichornia crassipes & E. azurea was held. These species can spread further in the EPPO region and may lead to substantial economic impacts. 

Three workshops on implementation of ISPMs took place, including two workshops for Russian speaking countries. Important for good understanding of ISPMs is the ongoing translation program of ISPMs and in 2007 four ISPMs were translated into Russian.

A short overview was presented of the standards recommended for adoption by the EPPO Council, including several diagnostic protocols, several phytosanitary treatments, guidance on official control of Ambrosia artemisiifolia and certification schemes for grapevine and strawberry.
