REPORT OF THE INTER-AFRICAN PHYTOSANITARY COUNCIL (IAPSC)
Dr. Mezui M”Ella J.G, Director, IAPSC and Olembo- Senior Policy Officer representing the Commissioner for Rural Economy Agriculture (DREA) and the Commission of the African Union, attended the TC. The IAPSC reports directly to DREA, AND Dr. Olembo is the officer responsible for back -stopping the IAPSC programs. She presented this report. 
The Report was based on the 23rd General Assembly of the Inter-African phytosanitary Council that was held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 22-28 March 2008. This is a statutory meeting of the council that is held every two years and mainly serves as an information exchange forum. The 2008 Assembly brought together 37 NPPOs who among other issues approved the work program of the IAPSC for the period 2008-2009.

Preceding the Council meeting, the First ad hoc meeting of African Experts on phytosanitary measures met on 22-23 to discuss an urgent matter that was tabled by the IITA regarding germplam exchanges of vegetatively propagated planting materials in Africa. The particular issue touched on CIAT (Columbia) cassava germplasm materials that were being introduced into Mozambique through the Catholic Relief Services instead of though the NPPO of Mozambique and through which some high risk quarantine pests of cassava had been introduced into the continent. Attending this meeting were experts from CIAT, Columbia, Bioversity, ICARDA, IITA, CPAC, IAPSC, African and the Union Department of Rural Economy and Agriculture.

The discussion were charged and resolved as follows;

· That posters should be created to create awareness at all entry points in Africa on the role of IAPSC in Africa

· That announcement must be made to all travellers entering Africa to declare if they are carrying plant materials

· Declarations and penalties should be re-introduced on all entry forms for travellers entering Africa.

· Manuals for inspections and inspection procedures should be harmonised throughout Africa.

· Officers signing phytosanitary certificates should be accredited.

· The experts proposed regional laboratories in every sub-region as follows

· East African Region Region- KEPHIS

· North African Region- CAIRO-Egypt

· West and Central African Region- IITA

· Creation of an Emergency response fund for the Inter-African Phytosanitary Council

The Director of the Inter-African Phytosanitary attended the last meeting of KEPHIS regarding progress in the elaboration of the Centre of excellence for phytosanitary capacity building. These proposals were approved by the Assembly.
The Experts meeting was followed by the meeting of the Steering Committee which examined the work program for the 2008-2009 and recommended it to the general Assembly; key among was the PANSPO project an EU funded program to assist African countries to  participate in standards setting activities. 

International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures.
Dr.Olembo indicated that the English workshop on draft standards was now going on in Accra. This meeting has been funded through USAID. However a similar workshop for the francophone countries may stall due to lack of funds. This is rather unfortunate but it is possible to organize this workshop using funds from the EU funded PAN-SPSO. Funds from this program are to be shared between the IAPSC and the IBAR( Inter- African Bureau for Animal resources) of the AU. The Director attended the 1st meeting of the PAN-SPSO with the Regional Economic Cooperation (RECs) in Nairobi and has been requested to follow-up with IBAR on the possibility for the PAN-SPSO to fund the workshop on draft ISPMS for the Francophone African countries
On information exchange and the use of the IPP.

Dr.olembo referred to the USAID funded East African Information Committee (EAPIC) project in which the East African countries aim at harmonising their phytosanitary protocols with respect to pest listing, surveillance, diagnostics and inspection procedures. Initially EAPIC covered just Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania. But now Zambia has joined, and this year, Rwanda and Burundi have also joined. In the 4th meeting in Lusaka in April 2008, IPPC Secretariat was represented by Dave Nowell and Jan both of whom presented the IPP and how EAPIC can link into the IPP.  The 5th meeting of EAPIC is planned for 3rd November in Kigali, Rwanda. It is foreseen with that with the coming in-on board of the IPPC, EAPIC may in the near future cover all the East African countries as covered by the East African FAO desk (9 countries). This system will therefore be linked into the IPP. Nigeria has expressed an interest to initiate a similar project for ECOWAS countries. 
On Invasive alien species the RPPOs were informed that Dr.Olembo presented a paper on the invasive Alien species entering Africa in the past 25 years. The Conference was organised by IUFRO in Sherperdtown, West Virginia, USA (May 2008). The highlight in this paper is that most of the pests come into Africa from Asia, and South America with which Africa shares the same climatic conditions. The paper underscores the need for concerted action and the need for regulating articles that may be a pathway for the  invasive Alien species.
