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TECHNICAL CONSULTATION AMONG REGIONAL PLANT PROTECTION ORGANIZATIONS
Eighteenth Session

Rome, 11 – 14 September 2006 

Development of Pest List Database in the Pacific

I. Secretariat of the Pacific Community                                              Land Resources Division
A. Development of Pest List Database in the Pacific
Background
1.
The Pest List Database (PLD) for the Pacific is an information system to record agricultural pest occurrences within a country and to provide various reports of those pest occurrences. Such reports are needed primarily to facilitate trade, notably import and export of agricultural commodities, which have to meet international regulations. Agricultural research and extension staff also make use of the system. 
2.
The most important report is a list of all pests that have been found on any particular crop in a country especially when the crop is to be exported. Such a pest list is needed by the export destination country and is a requirement under the International Plant Protection Convention. Similarly a list of hosts for any given pest is required for Import Risk Analysis and the PLD provides this too. 
3.
The system offers other reports also, such as a list of all weeds found in a country, and a supporting bibliography, provided always that the necessary data has been entered into the system. The PLD has also a quarantine module, which is used by quarantine services to record pest interceptions at ports and airports. The quarantine module is for internal country use and will not be part of a combined regional PLD.
4.
The development of a pest list database was recommended by the 1998 and 2001 Regional Technical Board Meetings of the Pacific Plant Protection Organisation, and the 1999 Regional Technical Meeting on Plant Protection. A search for existing pest information systems that might have served the purpose identified several systems for recording biota but none that came close to meeting our needs. After two previous unsuccessful attempts at such a system for the region the PLD was developed and has now been implemented in fifteen Pacific Island countries and territories (PICTs).
Regional PLD for the Pacific (Online version)
5.
The Regional Pest List Database project enhances the existing PLD from its current status of several country stand-alone systems to a regional model containing the data sets of all collaborating Pacific Island countries and territories. 
6.
The objective of this project was to develop a database that combines the authenticated (public) pest records from all collaborating PICTs’ Country PLDs and processes them to provide a range of reports that meet the needs of biosecurity and plant protection staff in the PICTs. The Regional PLD is accessible via the Internet and distributable by CD-ROM to those clients without economic Internet access.
7.
The intended benefits are as follows:
1. PICTs can directly compare the pest list of a particular crop in their own country with that of the same crop in a potential trading partner country. This is central to ‘pest risk analysis’, a key requirement in facilitating international trade in agriculture products under the World Trade Organisation (WTO) rules. It is also a requirement under the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC).
2. Plant protection and biosecurity specialists can examine the distribution of a pest species across the region. Such information will assist with identifying trading opportunities and to assess the danger of new pest incursions from neighbouring countries and the preparation of plans to prevent their spread.
8.
The Regional PLD was launched online in May 2005.  The site can be visited at: http://www.spc.int:8088/pld/index.jsp .
Objectives of the System
9.
The objectives of the system are:
· Generally, to provide a system for plant protection staff to record all occurrences of any pest on any host within a country, and for quarantine staff to record pest interceptions at ports and airports.
· More specifically, to enable an exporting XE "exporting"  Pacific Island country to meet the requirements of the importing XE "importing"  country for a country pest list for that commodity i.e. a list of all pests associated with that commodity in the exporting country. Such pest lists are required by international agreements such as the International Plant Protection Convention.
· The system has been kept simple by restricting it to these declared objectives and we have tried to make it easy to use. It should be usable by quarantine and plant protection staff with no prior experience of databases after three days of training. 
Overview of the PLD (national stand-alone system)
10.
The system addresses separately pest occurrences XE "occurrences:pest" 

 XE "pest occurrences"  and pest interceptions.
11.
Pest occurrences are cases of pests found to be living within a country.  Pest occurrence data is normally collected by plant protection research and extension staff of the Department of Agriculture, or other institutions involved in agricultural research.  Pest interceptions XE "interceptions, quarantine"  refer to pests detected in or on imported goods at (air)ports, usually by quarantine staff. 
12.
The system handles each of these two types of information separately.  The User Manual aims to provide a comprehensive guide to the first-time user on how to operate the PLD.  For each of the two components, the user will learn
· how to generate reports from the data that is in the system
· how to look at the raw data in forms and look up specific information
· how to enter new records and edit existing records
Current Status
13.
To date 13 countries have the national PLD set up and operating. The PLD systems have been set up both the agriculture research and biosecurity (quarantine) services of the Agriculture Ministries in these countries. SPC continues to provide technical support to the national systems through refresher training of the national systems on location, regional training and audits of both the regional and national systems and through email and telephonic support.
14.
The country Administrators who are based at the NPPO in each country have been trained to update the online PIPLD. SPC conducts 6 monthly audit of the data set in the regional online version. 
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