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EPPO Databases – Current situation 

I. EPPO Databases - Current situation
1.
For many years, databases (PQR and EPPT) have been developed by the EPPO Secretariat and more particularly by Dr Smith and Ms Smith who retired in 2005 and 2006, respectively. In June 2006, Damien Griessinger was appointed as the new EPPO Information Technology Officer. Although, the development of databases is still in a transition phase, efforts are currently being made to maintain and further improve both PQR and EPPT. In addition, a new database on diagnostic expertise was initiated in 2006. Finally, as requested by the Panel on Plant Quarantine Information, the EPPO Secretariat is actively exploring the possibilities to develop web-based information systems.
A. EPPO Plant Protection Thesaurus (EPPT)
2.
The last version of EPPT (version 4.0) was released on a CD-Rom in March 2006, and it contains approximately 28000 species of plants (cultivated plants, wild plants and weeds), 19200 species of animals (especially insects, mites and nematodes) and 4300 species of micro-organisms, including viruses. For each organism it provides:
· preferred scientific name 
· EPPO codes 
· synonyms 
· common names in many languages 
· taxonomic relationships and other classifications (e.g. a new EPPO classification for the uses of plant protection products is under way, and it is intended to be included into EPPT)
3.
It has been agreed that Dr Smith will continue to provide new codes and ensure data validation, but the EPPO Secretariat remains responsible for the software itself. In fact, new features are currently being developed by D. Griessinger. EPPT has already been converted into a web-based interface (see draft below), and users will be able to consult it via Internet. 
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4.
The question of how the Internet access should be provided to the various users has to be discussed in detail within EPPO. It could be envisaged that EPPO members would be granted a privileged access, whereas other interested users would have to pay for yearly subscriptions. From a technical point of view, this would imply the definition of various levels of access rights with appropriate IDs and passwords. 
5.
This new web-based system would replace the release of CD-Rom (totally or partially, it remains to be decided as some users may still want to use CDs) which is costly and time-consuming. The main advantage would be to provide constantly up-dated information. It would no longer be necessary to wait for a new CD-Rom to be prepared to access new or revised codes/names. However, the EPPO Secretariat has to explore further the practical aspects related to the maintenance of access rights (ID, passwords).
6.
EPPT includes core data files of the BAYER code system and the use of EPPT and the EPPO (BAYER) codes is important for the industry. On the request of the industry a meeting (29-05-06) was arranged (Bayer, Syngenta and BASF participated from the industry and the former and actual DG from EPPO) to discuss the maintenance of the codes. It was agreed to organize a yearly consultation which will be open to all licensed users. Topics to be discussed in such a meeting are changes in the structure of the EPPO codes, the maintenance of the codes and the possibilities to address new needs of users. A first meeting will be organized in November 2006. In the meeting with the industry, Bayer confirmed that they agree to rename the Bayer codes and that the codes can be named now EPPO codes.
B. Plant Quarantine Data Retrieval System (PQR)
7.
PQR is the EPPO database system on regulated pests. It provides information about the geographical distribution and host plants for:
· all the pests of the EPPO list of pests recommended for regulation and of EU Directive 2000/29
· pests of the EPPO Alert List 
· plants of the EPPO List of invasive alien plants 
· many other quarantine pests and invasive plants of interest to other regions of the world. 
8.
The last version of PQR (4.5) was released in May 2006. The largest part of the new information which is regularly added to PQR comes from the EPPO Reporting Service. However, with the retirement of Dr Smith, the latest information added is dated December 2005. PQR is a far more complex system than EPPT, and for the moment the EPPO Secretariat is still lacking a simple and use-friendly interface to update PQR but this will be a priority for the next coming months. It is also planned to move PQR towards a web-based interface and to include distribution maps. In fact the module generating maps dynamically from PQR data is nearly ready (see draft below).
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C. New database on Diagnostic expertise
9.
In 2004, during the EPPO Conference on diagnostics (Noordwijkerhout, NL, 2004-04), it was stressed that the decrease of knowledge in plant protection currently observed in Europe could seriously jeopardize the implementation of phytosanitary regulations. An Emergency Declaration was made by the EPPO Council in September 2004. As a consequence, a questionnaire was prepared by the EPPO Secretariat in collaboration with the Panel on Diagnostics and posted in May 2006 on the EPPO website. Many EPPO member countries participated to this on-line questionnaire (as of August 2006, more than 100 labs have sent details about their expertise, and more than 1500 combinations of experts/pests diagnosed have been received). The EPPO Secretariat is currently working on the implementation of a new web-based interface which would allow laboratories to view and up-date their information. All data received has now been entered into an SQL database and validated by the EPPO Secretariat to ensure consistency, but search tools still need to be designed. It is planned that this database should be accessible via the EPPO website with various levels of access rights (e.g. for NPPOs to consult, for labs to modify, for other interested parties…), but this question needs to be further discussed within the Organization.
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10.
In conclusion, the EPPO Secretariat is making all efforts to maintain and further develop its existing databases. As requested by the Panel on Plant Quarantine Information, the ultimate goal is to provide its member countries with a unified, web-based database on regulated pests. The current developments are being made to achieve this objective.
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