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CFIA Implements New Rules for the Import & Export of Solid Wood Packaging

As part of Canada’s obligations as a member of the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC), the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) is phasing-in new policies relating to the movement of solid wood packaging (dunnage, pallets, crating spools, etc.) on January 2, 2004. The new regulations for importing and exporting wood packaging does not apply to Canada's ongoing trade with the United States 

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) is implementing new rules for the import and export of solid wood packaging (dunnage, pallets, crating spools, etc.) on January 2, 2004. Wood packaging that is constructed from manufactured wood (plywood, medium density fibreboard, etc.) is exempt from the new regulations.

As part of Canada’s obligations as a member of the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC), the CFIA is phasing-in new policies relating to the movement of wood packaging. The IPPC agreement ISPM # 15: Guidelines for Regulating Wood Packaging in International Trade is also being implemented by Canada’s trading partners internationally.

The new regulations for importing and exporting wood packaging does not apply to Canada’s ongoing trade with the United States.

Importers

Importers wishing to bring wood packaging into Canada must meet the requirements of Policy Directive D-98-08: Entry Requirements for Wood Dunnage, Pallets, Crating or Other Wood Packaging (click here for more details). D-98-08 will be phased-in from January 2, 04 to June 1, 2004. After June 1, 2004, importers that do not comply with the requirements of D-98-08 may result in the destruction of the wood packaging, refused entry and return to the country of origin, time delays, added costs and fines.

Exporters

Where exporters are required to meet the conditions of ISPM #15 when shipping to countries other than the United States, a certification program is now available through Policy Directive D-01-05: The Canadian Wood Packaging Certification Program (CWPCP) for Export.

As the international standard for wood packaging is being adopted globally, other countries will also be implementing new regulations for imports. It is the responsibility of Canadian exporters to determine these import requirements. Non-compliant wood-packaging from Canada that enters another country may be returned, be subject to added costs and fines as well as delays prior to being released to the importer. These consignments are also subject to Canadian export laws. 
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