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NEW STANDARDS TO GOVERN SHIPPING MATERIAL TO THE US AND CANADA 
 
March 10, 2004 


Come April or May of this year, exporters to the United States and Canada will be required to treat all solid wood packaging material, used in the shipping of both agricultural and non-agricultural commodities. 

Wooden packaging material including pallets, crates and spacers will have to be fumigated, or heat-treated and certified as such by the Plant Quarantine/Produce Inspection Unit in the Ministry of Agriculture. The treated material will bear a stamp with a mark approved by the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC), which will be accepted, worldwide. 

The IPPC is recognized by the World Trade Organization (WTO) as the body that is responsible for setting the standards related to plant health; referred to as International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures (ISPM). The standard for solid wood packaging material (ISPM 15) was developed in 2002, and was approved by the Interim Commission on Phytosanitary Measures at its 5Th meeting in Rome, Italy in 2003.  

The United States and Canada have already adopted ISPM 15 and it is expected that other countries will follow suite in the near future. Jamaica will adopt this standard later this year, once the required legal framework has been put in place.

Facilities for the treatment of wood packaging material have already been identified and these include the two fumigation operations of the Ministry of Agriculture at the island’s airports in Kingston and Montego Bay, in addition to one private manufacturer of pallets. 

The Ministry of Agriculture will be hosting a series of meetings with all stakeholders, beginning in late March, to discuss the plans for compliance with ISPM 15. 

For further information and updates on this new development, please contact the Plant Quarantine Unit at 977-0637, or 977-6992. You may also e-mail to: ppq@moa.gov.jm. 

The Plant Quarantine Unit is recognized as the National Plant Protection Organization in Jamaica. The Unit is authorized by the Plant Quarantine and Agricultural Produce Acts to issue import permits and certifications for all fresh agricultural produce, to ensure that only the highest quality, pest-free produce is imported into, or exported from the island. 
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