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International workshop

Practical application of ISPM No. 15: 

Guidelines for regulating wood packaging material in international trade

28 February - 4 March 2005

Vancouver, Canada

OVERVIEW

A workshop is being held to address the practical application of ISPM No. 15 (Guidelines for regulating wood packaging material in international trade), particularly for developing and least-developed countries, and to facilitate national ability to implement this standard. Countries in Europe, North America and Asia have already indicated that they will begin full implementation of the standard in 2005. It is critical that all countries utilizing wood packaging materials with their export commodities establish certification methods in accordance with the standard to avoid unnecessary trade disruption. This workshop will provide national plant protection organizations (NPPOs) with the opportunity to develop implementation plans to facilitate this process.

The workshop will:

· provide information and guidance for NPPOs on the implementation of ISPM No. 15

· facilitate the discussion and analysis of difficulties in implementation 

· build consensus on how to resolve implementation issues to ensure this standard is implemented in a consistent manner worldwide 

· introduce and refine materials which will provide guidance to NPPOs on the implementation of ISPM No. 15

· encourage participants to develop draft implementation plans for the national implementation of ISPM No. 15 

· discuss how to engage relevant stakeholders at a national level, notably the private sector, in the implementation of ISPM No. 15. 

PROGRAMME

The programme addresses the practical application of ISPM No. 15. Topics to be addressed include:

· barriers to implementation
· approved treatments 
· export certification systems for wood packaging material 

· import regulatory systems for wood packaging material 

· specific problems and their possible solutions in implementing ISPM No. 15

· development of implementation plans. 

The workshop will be conducted in English with simultaneous interpretation into French and Spanish. Topics will be addressed with formal presentations, discussion groups and individual and group exercises. 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
The workshop is open to government nominated experts. Registration forms are available at www.ippc.int.

Limited funding is available for participants requiring assistance. Priority will be given to experts nominated from NPPOs from least developed and developing countries. To apply for funding complete a registration form, available at www.ippc.int.

Deadline for receipt of registration forms: 15 January 2005. 
Enquires may be directed to: ippc@fao.org
SPONSORSHIP AND COLLABORATING ORGANIZATIONS
The workshop is funded by the Standards and Trade Development Facility and is organised by the IPPC Secretariat in co-operation with the Canadian Food Inspection Agency, Canadian Forest Service and United States Department of Agriculture - Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service.
