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Break-out exercise 3

Worksheet

Risk assessment beyond traditional plant quarantine

The purpose of this break-out session is to explore the similarities and differences between traditional pest risk assessment, invasive alien species risk assessment and living modified organism risk assessment. What can we learn from discussing these different approaches? 
1. Explore the mandates of the IPPC and CBD

Review the guiding principles of the CBD and discuss their relationship to the IPPC. What are the key similarities and differences? 
Background materials required:

-
CBD guiding principles (www.biodiv.org/decisions/default.aspx?m=COP-06&id=7197&lg=0)
-
The presentation (www.ippc.int/id/27201?language=en) and accompanying paper (www.fao.org/documents/show_cdr.asp?url_file=/docrep/008/y5968e/y5968e00.htm) given by Ralf Lopian at the Invasive Alien Species and the IPPC workshop, Braunschweig, Germany, September 2003.
Similarities:

Differences:

2. Pest, invasive alien species and living modified organism risk assessments
Split the break-out group into three sub-groups. Sub-group members need not have had actual experience in the risk assessment of these types of organisms, but preferably they will have some familiarity with the subject matter. Try to have at least five people in each sub-group. The sub-groups are: 

a) 
Traditional pest risk assessment for plant quarantine (Pest sub-group)

b) 
Invasive alien species risk assessment (IAS sub-group)

c) 
Living modified organism risk assessment (LMO sub-group)

Background materials required:

- 
ISPM No. 11 (2004): Pest risk analysis for quarantine pests including analysis of environmental risk and living modified organisms (www.ippc.int/id/34163?language=en)
- 
Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, Annex III: Risk Assessment (www.biodiv.org/biosafety/protocol.asp)
A. Pest sub-group 
Consider the following scenario:

It is the year 2010 and you are a plant pest risk assessor from the island nation of Utopia (Utopia became a signatory to the IPPC in 2008). It is Monday morning and you hear your boss coming down the hall. She steps into your office and says “I need you to do a risk assessment. It’s a ___________ of some kind. I’ll be right back with the details.” 

Without the details, your mind is already working. What questions do you have about this ___________? What questions will you answer as you do your PRA?

B. IAS sub-group 
Consider the following scenario:

It is the year 2010 and you are an invasive alien species risk assessor from the island nation of Utopia (Utopia passed IAS legislation in 2007 and IAS risk assessment guidelines in 2008). It is Monday morning and you hear your boss coming down the hall. She steps into your office and says “I need you to do a risk assessment. It’s a ___________ of some kind. I’ll be right back with the details.” 

Without the details, your mind is already working. What questions do you have about this ___________? What questions will you answer as you do your risk assessment? 

C. LMO sub-group
Consider the following scenario:

It is the year 2010 and you are an LMO environmental risk assessor from the island nation of Utopia 

(Utopia ratified the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety in 2008 and developed national LMO risk assessment guidelines in 2009). It is Monday morning and you hear your boss coming down the hall. She steps into your office and says “I need you to do a risk assessment. It’s a ___________ of some kind. I’ll be right back with the details.” 

Without the details, your mind is already working. What questions do you have about this ___________? What questions will you answer as you do your risk assessment? 

Spend about 30 minutes in your sub-group discussing and recording the questions you would ask about your mystery organism during your risk assessment. 

Present your questions to the other groups in your breakout session.
Which questions were the same among the three groups? 
Which questions were unique? 

3. Moving forward

Ideas stemming from this breakout group may be forwarded for consideration for use during the workshop wrap-up discussion. 
Discussion questions:
Is there value in examining these different approaches to risk assessment?

Are there specific topics that need more discussion? 

Are there recommendations for the wrap-up session, or for beyond the workshop, to continue this discussion? 
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