REPORT OF THE REGIONAL WORKSHOP FOR THE REVIEW OF DRAFT INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS FOR PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES
28 July - 1 August 2008
 Anyang, Republic of Korea

1.
Introduction

Welcome address

Mr Kisik Lee, Director General of the National Plant Quarantine Service (NPQS) of Ministry for Food, Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MIFAFF) welcomed the participants, in particular Ms R. Bast-Tjeerde, CPM Chairperson, to Republic of Korea.  He noted the increase in world trade and the consequent increase in the risk of the introduction of quarantine pests.  The development of standards by the CPM of the IPPC is helping nations deal with these risks and work in plant protection and trade. 

Mr Lee hoped that this meeting, as part of the process of standard development, would help all participants to gain a better understanding of this year’s draft standards and assist their contributions to the IPPC standard setting programme.
Opening address on behalf of FAO

Mr Piao Yongfan, Plant Protection Officer and Executive Secretary of the APPPC, also welcomed participants to Korea. He noted the great contribution the Government of Korea had made to the development of quarantine in the region by funding three years of meetings on draft ISPMs. In discussing the purpose of the meeting, he stated that the comments resulting from discussions at this meeting will be sent to the IPPC Secretariat as part of the standard setting procedure. He encouraged participants to fully take part in this meeting to take the advantage of the opportunity of increasing their understanding of the standards by liaison with participants.
Participation

25 experts from nineteen countries participated in the meeting: Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Laos, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, New Zealand, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Viet Nam. The Chairperson of the CPM also attended the meeting.
2.
Presentation

Update on IPPC Business
Ms Bast-Tjeerde noted that this was the second of these workshops that she had attended – the earlier one was held in Bangkok in 2002.
The report of CPM 3 was posted 59 days after the meeting. The new standards No.30, No.31 and Glossary amendments and the recommendation on MBr still are not available as stand alone documents. Ms Bast noted a severe staff shortage at the Secretariat. The fulltime Secretary post has not yet been advertised.. In addition, the Coordinator is resigning on August 31st. Mr Ralf Lopian will replace him for a few months. Also, Ms Fabienne Grousset, the Information Officer, has resigned. Dr Jeff Jones will be retiring next year as well as Ms Isabella Liberto. On the other hand, the US has provided $150,000 to aid, New Zealand has provided some funds, Brazil has hosting the Standards Committee meeting, Korea is hosting the Regional Workshop on draft ISPMs.

The new Bureau of seven members met last June. They discussed the OEWG on the strategy for technical assistance and phytosanitary capacity. Ms Bast attended that meeting and noted that PFA recognition is possible but the costs may slow the development of such recognition. The meeting in September on a capacity building for the IPPC will be most important in developing a strategy to help developing countries.
Ms Bast encouraged participants to share their knowledge and to ensure they played a full part in the discussions.
Update of Korean Plant Quarantine
Mr Young-chul Jeong, Deputy Director,  International Quarantine Cooperation Division, NPQS, Korea, provided an introduction to the National Plant quarantine service including a description of the areas covered and a short history of the orgnainsation.

Mr Jeong noted there were 426 staff members in the service, 5 regional offices 2 PEQ stations. He outlined the Plant Protection Act which is to contribution to the security and promotion of agricultural and forest production. The pest management system was described which included regulated and non-quarantine pests. Mr Jeong outlined the general import inspection procedures including the prohibition systems and post-entry quarantine inspection systems. The service also undertakes pre-clearance inspections for a large number of products.

The Plant Quarantine service carries out export inspection, international cooperation, monitoring and controlling exotic pests and pest risk analysis.

Mr Jeong went on to describe the Quarantine Inspection Process System. It is an online application system followed by an on site inspection, and then the informing of the exporter by a message service. This is a much quicker service. There is also a Pest Diagnosis Network (PDNet) with a pest database which involves 37 network hubs and related institutes. This includes 161 experts. These systems have saved time and increase customer satisfaction. The NPQS will continue to innovate to improve their service.
Introduction to the workshop

Dr John Hedley, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Biosecurity New Zealand provided a short introduction to the workshop. He noted that there were seven standards under discussion that covered a wide area within the subject of plant quarantine. He noted that the meeting would follow the usual format beginning with a Power Point presentation followed by discussions on the general form of the standards and then the specific sections of the drafts.
3.
Adoption of the agenda

The agenda was adopted with the provision that it would retain a degree of flexibility to meet the requirements of the participants.
4.
Discussion Session

4.1
Amendments to the Glossary ISPM No. 5
The participants discussed the concepts and definitions of prevalence and incidence. They supported the recommendation that an explanatory paper be prepared to clarify these concepts and their relationship with tolerance level. 
Possible relationships between acceptable levels and tolerance levels were briefly discussed. Some participants did not believe that “documentation” was required in the definition of corrective action plan but this was not generally supported.
4.2 Terminology of the CBD in relation to the Glossary of phytosanitary terms (proposed supplement to ISPM No. 5)
Participants found this document to be very useful in that it promoted a clear understanding of the relationship between similar terms as used by the CBD and the IPPC. It was suggested that this paper was not appropriate for a supplement for ISPM No. 5 and that it would be better as an explanatory document.
4.3
Regulating wood packaging material in international trade (Revision of ISPM No. 15)
The removal of “Guidelines” from the title of the revised draft was noted. The emphasis of the standard on raw wood and the exclusion of contaminating pests was discussed at length. The group noted that protection from contaminating pests was required and that future standard could possibly provide guidance on this.
Regarding paragraph 28, one participant pointed out that he had detected powder post beetles in 4mm thick plywood.

There was considerable discussion on the agency responsible for the mark – whether this was the producer or the treatment provider. Cases in different countries indicated that it could be either so it was proposed to change “producer” to “producer/treatment provider” in the draft.
There was some discussion on including the date of treatment in the mark but this was decided to be impractical. There was considerable discussion over the difference in the arrangements for repaired and remanufactured WPM. It was questioned why the marks should be obliterated for all remanufactured WPM but only when there was doubt on the origin of the WPM for repaired WPM. One country suggested that section 4.3.2 and 4.3.3 be joined together with some modifications. 
In section 4.6, one country had some concerns about the application of section 5.1.6.4 of ISPM No. 20 to repeated non-compliance with WPM requirements but the group did not agree with these.
In Annex 1, it was suggested that some comments on the effects of methyl bromide be removed as this section was not dealing with guidance on this subject. Also, there were a number of suggestions regarding the use of CT and the temperature section of Table 1 – which will be taken up in national comments.

There was a long discussion on the removal of treatment codes. Many participants felt they should be left in the mark because:

· the mark might need to be re-registered with the different content
· this change could make the previous treatments invalid

· this would deny inspectors useful information on the treatment provided to WPM.

It was noted that “The TPFQ discussed the necessity of treatment codes in the mark and recognized the possibility that there could be an increase in the types of treatments adopted in ISPM No. 15 (and their letter codes), which could lead to complications for marking in future. They noted that nothing would be lost if these codes were absent from the mark; the trace-back system would still work using the NPPO code. The panel decided to remove the treatment codes (currently “MB” and “HT”) from the mark."
However, the group decided to propose amendments to the draft that allowed the inclusion of heat treatment codes within the mark.

Regarding the mark itself, a number of participants wanted to restrict the shape and size of the mark more than stated in the draft – but this was not agreed to. One country suggested that marks to be on three sides of the article being certified.
Two website addresses were provided to help participants obtain relevant information on wood packaging:
http://www.forestry-quarantine.org/Sept07/Sept-2007-Report_e.pdf
https://www.ippc.int/servlet/CDSServlet?status=ND0xODczOTcmNj1lbiYzMz0qJjM3PWtvcw~~
4.4
Pest free potato micropropagative material and minitubers for international trade
One participant noted that more technical requirements were needed for adequate guidance for the production of micropropagative material and minitubers.

It was noted that micropropagative material and minitubers was the best way to advance trade in potato germplasm. But there were concerns over some of the phytosanitary aspects of the draft.  “Phytosanitary” was added to the scope. There was some discussion on the botanical name for the material covered by the draft – but this was not resolved.
Some participants were critical of the use of environment in the term protected environment. This was amended to protected facility. Also, pest was added to the term risk management options in section 2.2.

A new subheading was suggested to section 6 that separated out Records within Documentation.

A number of additions to App 1 were suggested for the TPFF to consider including:

Potato deforming mosaic virus

Potato ‘T’ capillo virus

Potato calico strain of Tobacco ringspot vius

Potato strain of Tobacco streak virus 

And to App 2:
Pseudonomas syringae pv. garcae
Streptomyces reticuliscabies

Premnotrypes latithorax, P. subureicallus. P. vorax

Meloidogyne brevicauda, M. fallax

4.5
Fruit fly trapping (proposed Annex 1 to ISPM No. 26)

There was some discussion as to whether this draft should be an annex or an appendix. The conclusion was that it should either be changed to an Appendix or if left as an Annex, the section 3.3 providing information on traps should be removed and placed in an Appendix.
There were a number of editorial changes suggested to the draft; A  number of additions were suggested for Table 2 for the TPFF to consider including
Bactrocera albistrigata (de Meijere) for CUE list

Anastrepha serpentina

Bactrocera aquilonis

Bactrocera jarvici

Bactrocera neohumeralis

Bactrocera prifoliae

4.6
Structure and operation of post-entry quarantine facilities

There was considerable discussion on the purpose of the PEQ facility – for plants for planting or for plant products as well. There was no agreement on this point. There was also discussion on the use of “containment” in paragraph 18 and whether it should be replaced with post-entry quarantine. It was decided to retain containment.
There were a number of additions suggested for the list of elements of the system in operational requirements, section 2.3. After some discussion these were accepted.

A number of other additions were proposed-in sections 3.2.2, 3.3.2 and in Appendix1.
4.7
Categorization of commodities according to their phytosanitary risk

It was noted that the draft does not deal with LMOs or biological control agents and hence does not cover all commodities. Therefore the title should be more specific.
The participants felt that the draft should cover contamination by pests after processing.

It was felt that for category 1 risk category that there may be a need for some indication of compliance with the method used of the degree of processing. A suggestion to this effect was made.

One of the paragraphs in Category 2 was moved to apply to both Category 1 and 2 as the participants decided this was the case.

Two comments were made regarding Annex 1 – one on malting and another disputing whether irradiation was processing method or a phytosanitary treatment. One participant suggested that the commodity be placed in the first column rather than the process. This was not agreed to by the group.

With Annex 2, a number of participants felt that post-harvest handling did not change the nature of the commodity enough to be regarded as processing.

5.
Other business

5.1
Contact points

Each participant confirmed the status of their contact points. A number of new contact points were noted.
5.2 
Regulations

- Sri Lanka is updating their phytosanitary regulations. see www.agridept.gov.lk – go to application forms to plant protection act, the draft regulations could be found there.

- Thailand has revised the plant quarantine act and it will come into force on 28th August 2008. It will be translated into English.
-Vietnam entered WTO 11 Jan 2007. New decree on plant quarantine came into force on Jan 5th 2007 - see www.ppd.gov.vn  The ordinance on plant quarantine is changed to the law on plant protection and quarantine from 2008-2010.

- Nepal – new regulations being drafted and is under consultation with the Ministry of Law and Justice.
- Korea has in March 2008 revised plant protection act regarding plant imports and quarantine inspection sites. 
- Laos is preparing for WTO membership. Laos has to revise plant quarantine laws so Laos has requested assistance with the drafting of new laws from FAO and WTO TDF. Accession plans are being prepared.
5.3 
Disputes
Vietnam noted the issue of export problems with cashew nuts have been dealt with by immediate action; Sri Lanka is to resolve some export problems; Korea noted the import of prohibited items (walnut) through third countries. Korea asked countries to deal with this situation where possible.

5.4
Functional changes in NPPOs

Malaysia has a new organisation to deal with quarantine – Malaysian plant quarantine and inspection service entering into force on 1 August 2008. Malaysia will increase inspection activities at the ports over time.

It was suggested that the APPPC Secretariat collect such information and put it on the APPPC website as this information is not always available to members on the IPP. The Executive Secretary agreed with this.
5.5
IPPC work programme

The Executive Secretary of APPPC urged participants to examine the IPP for opportunities to contribute to the work programme. Members are encouraged to contact the Executive Secretary about this activity. He noted the call for further topics for the work programme will be made next year and that members should think about what topics might be submitted.

Regarding the call for experts for working groups or technical panels, the Executive Secretary noted that information will be posted on the IPP in August. Nominations must be submitted through the focal point. CVs should clearly illustrate the relevance of the expertise of the nominations to the subject of the working group.

The IPPC Secretariat has set up an online system for the collection of comments for the consultation process. The Executive Secretary urged the participants to use this process.

5.6
APPPC update

The Executive Secretary noted the two meeting held recently in Bangkok. Three draft regional standards were reviewed and modified extensively. The drafts will be sent out for consultation shortly. The draft on SALB will have a large effect on the development of the commission. The draft on land border quarantine is the result of many years of effort.

The meeting on administrative and financial provision of the 1983 amendments coming into force reached useful conclusions which will be presented to the commission at the 26th session in India.

The Executive Secretary noted that the UK has withdrawn from the APPPC and this will provide the two thirds majority so the 1983 amendments can come into force in a year (the withdrawal comes into effect a year after the formal letter is received by the FAO Director-General). The country financial levels were proposed at the Bangkok meeting.

It is proposed that there is another pre-CPM 4 meeting for the consultation of APPPC members. The Executive Secretary asked that members send any concerns they have on the CPM 4 agenda points.
Dr Hedley provided a summary of some IPPC activities that have an effect on the region. He suggested that the development of an IPPC strategy capacity is a major programme 

Mr Sakamura noted the importance of developing regional contributions to the IPPC. This requires regional cooperation and collaboration among APPPC members.

6. 
Closure of the meeting
Mr Jeong noted the success of the discussions held during the meeting. He supported the collaboration of APPPC countries on IPPC issues. Mr Jeong stated that the support of the Republic of Korea for the regional meeting on draft ISPMs would continue next year.

Closing remarks were given by Mr. Yongfan Piao, participants were thanked for their valuable contributions and encouraged to coordinate the submission of national country comments to the Secretariat of IPPC through NPPO Official Contacts after necessary revision based on country consultation and regional review.
Delegate from Bangladesh expressed acknowledgement on behalf of all participants, the FAO regional plant protection officer and Standards Committee representatives were also thanked for their special contribution, as were the donors, Republic of Korea   who helped make the workshop possible. Finally, it was noted that experience and continuity were achieved by having the same person participate each year and the group benefited from the expertise of many different disciplines and experiences
Mr Piao closed the meeting at noon, 1st August, 2008.
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                                    - Opening address by FAO  

                                    -  Local and logistical information (NPQS, Korea)

9.20 – 10.00 am           Presentation
                                    - Update IPPC business




- Introduction of the workshop

                                    - (Update Korean plant quarantine)

10.00 – 10.10 am         Group photos
10.10 – 10:30 am


Coffee break


                                    Discussion Session
10:30 – 10:40 am       Adoption of agenda 

10:40 – 1:00   pm      Review on Draft 1-Regulating wood packaging material in international trade (Revision of ISPM No.15)
1:00 – 2:00 pm


Lunch break
2:00 – 3:30 pm
Continuation of the review on the Draft1
3:30 – 4:00 pm


Coffee break


4:00 – 6:00 pm
Continuation of the review on the Draft1
6:30 – 9:00 pm


Welcome Dinner  (hosted by NPQS)

Tuesday 

8.30 – 10.30 am
Review on Draft 2-Categorization of commodities according to their phytosanitary risk
10.30 – 11:00 am


Coffee
break

11:00 – 1:00 pm
Continuation of the review on the draft2
1:00 – 2:00 pm


Lunch break

2:00 – 3:30 pm
Review on Draft 3-Fruit fly trapping (proposed Annex1 to ISPM No.26)
3:30 – 4:00 pm


Coffee break
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Continuation of the review on the draft3
Wednesday 

8.30 – 10.30 am
Review on Draft 4-Glossary of phytosanitary terms
10.30 – 11:00 am


Coffee break


11:00 – 1:00 pm
Review on Draft 5- Terminology of the CBD in relation to the Glssary of phytosanitary terms (proposed supplement to ISPM No.5)

1:00 – 2:00 pm


Lunch break
2:00 – 3:30 pm
Review on Draft 6-Structure and operation of post-entry quarantine facilities 

3:30 – 4:00 pm


Coffee break


4:00 – 6:00 pm
Continuation of the review on the draft6 
Thursday 

7.30am – 9.30 pm
Field trip (details will be announced during the meeting)
Friday 

8.30 – 10.30 am
 Review on Draft 7-Pest free potato micropropagative material

                                    and mini-tubers for international trade  
10.30 – 11:00 am


Coffee break


11:00 – 1:00 pm
 Continuation of the review on the draft7
1:00 pm-2:00 pm


Luncheon hosted by NPQS
2:00 – 3:30 pm          Wrap up and other business
                                    1) Update IPPC contacts in countries

2) Update status of implementation of ISPMs (any legal action? 

    Specific constraints? Any dispute with other countries? Etc.)

3) Update APPPC (Outputs of the APPPC SC & WG meetings)

 Report and Close of meeting
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Template for comments - Draft ISPMs for country consultation, 2008—Asia/APPPC

Draft 1/7: Revised ISPM No. 15 - Regulating wood packaging material in international trade
See instructions on how to use this template at the end of the document. Following these will greatly facilitate the compilation of comments and the work of the Standards Committee.
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