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Our Ref.:
PL 35/5
Your Ref.:
     
7 August 2008
International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) call for nominations of experts
Dear Sir/Madam,

Nominations are being solicited by the Secretariat of the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) for experts to take part in expert drafting groups (expert working groups and technical panels) to develop International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures (ISPMs) and for authors of diagnostic protocols for specific pests, as outlined below.
1. Nominations for expert drafting groups

Please consider the "expertise" section of the specifications indicated below and ensure the nominee’s curriculum vitae (CV) reflects the expertise outlined accordingly, as this will be used in the selection process. It should be noted that expert drafting groups work in English. Specifications for these expert drafting groups are enclosed and also available online at: https://www.ippc.int/id/24119.

1.1 Expert working groups on the following topics:
· Soil and growing media (Specification No. 43): All members.

· Pest risk analysis for plants as quarantine pests (Specification No. 44): All members.
· Import of plant breeding material (Specification No. 45): All members.
1.2 Technical panel members:
· Technical panel on diagnostic protocols (TPDP) (Specification for Technical Panels No. 2, Rev. 2)

· An expert with specific expertise in virology and general expertise as described in the specification.
· An expert with specific expertise in nematology and general expertise as described in the specification.
· Technical panel on phytosanitary treatments (TPPT) (Specification for Technical Panels No. 3, Rev. 1)

· Two experts with expertise as described in the specification.
2. Nominations for authors of diagnostic protocols for specific pests
The IPPC Secretariat is soliciting nominations for authors of the diagnostic protocols listed below. A call for authors for the diagnostic protocol on Tephritidae was made in June 2007, however insufficient nominations were received. Any nominations submitted in response to the 2007 call must be resubmitted in order for experts to again be considered for this diagnostic protocol.
· Insects and mites:
· Tephritidae: Identification of immature stages of fruit flies of economic importance by molecular techniques

· Plants:

· Striga spp.
CVs of experts nominated as authors should outline the specific diagnostic expertise with the pest(s) concerned. Technical and scientific expertise with the pest, especially diagnostic expertise, is considered a core requirement. Additional expertise that would be helpful is:

· taxonomy and molecular diagnostics

· practical experience related to the pest (detection, identification, isolation etc.)

· quarantine diagnostic protocol expertise

· drafting of diagnostic protocols (such as regional diagnostic protocols)

· development of novel diagnostic methods

· experience using diagnostic protocols for diagnosis of regulated pests.
Nominees for authorship of diagnostic protocols should also be able to demonstrate the ability to work primarily through e-mail discussions in English (as it is not anticipated that authors will be required to meet in person) and that appropriate time to dedicate to drafting the diagnostic protocol via e-mail will be available. Several nominations for each specific diagnostic protocol may be considered.

3. For all nominations

3.1 Criteria used for prioritizing participants to receive IPPC Secretariat assistance to attend meetings

The organization that employs a meeting participant is responsible for funding the travel and daily subsistence allowance for that person to attend an IPPC meeting. If the employer is unable to allocate sufficient funds, participants are encouraged to seek assistance from other sources. Where such demonstrated efforts to secure assistance have been unsuccessful, requests for assistance (i.e. travel and subsistence costs) from the IPPC Secretariat may be made. IPPC funds available to help assist attendance at meetings are limited. Exceptions are at the discretion of the IPPC Secretariat.

Priority for assistance will be given to participants:

1)
from contracting parties to the IPPC;

2)
who request only partial travel assistance (e.g. government or organization provides airfare and only daily subsistence allowance is requested); and

3)
from countries with low Gross National Income (GNI) and/or low GNI per capita (according to World Bank data).

The financial resources of the country in which a participant is employed will be used to help determine priority for and the level of assistance provided. If the participant works for a Regional Plant Protection Organization (RPPO) or a regional or international organization, it is assumed that this organization will provide assistance and the participant will be considered lower priority for IPPC Secretariat assistance.

In all cases the final determination of which participants will receive assistance, and at which level, is determined by the IPPC Secretariat.
3.2 Selection procedure
Nominations will be accepted from NPPOs and RPPOs. Nominations should be supported by the submitting organization and self nominations should be supported by an accompanying letter from a government authority. All nominations should include the nominee’s CV and signed statement of commitment form. The Standards Committee will review the nominations and select experts based on the experience demonstrated in the CV.

Dates for meetings are posted on the calendar of the International Phytosanitary Portal (IPP) at: https://www.ippc.int/IPP/En/calendar.jsp. The selected experts will be contacted by the Secretariat once their nomination has been confirmed and dates for the meeting have been finalized. 
Nominees should have agreed to their nominations, be available for the meeting dates as posted on the IPP calendar and be able to allocate the appropriate time to the task (see in particular section 4.5 of the Guidelines for the operation of expert working groups attached) prior to their names being submitted. In addition, the attached Statement of commitment should be completed by the nominee and submitted with the nomination.
Members of technical panels have on-going obligations and should be able to attend all meetings of their respective technical panel (usually held annually).
To nominate experts, please consider the attached documents and submit the following information and documentation (preferably by e-mail, with the name of the nominating country and “call for experts” in the subject line of the e-mail message) for each nominee: 
· name, address, country, phone number, fax number and valid e-mail address

· which expert working group, technical panel or diagnostic protocol authorship the nomination is for
· electronic copy of the nominee’s CV (preferably as a word processing file such as MS Word) with the file named as follows: COUNTRY_Firstname_SURNAME
· signed statement of commitment (preferably as a scanned image file such as TIF) with the file named as follows: COUNTRY_Firstname_SURNAME_committment.
Submissions should be sent to the IPPC Secretariat by e-mail (ippc@fao.org) (preferred) or fax (+39 06 5705 4819) no later than 7 October 2008. 

Yours sincerely,

Brent Larson

Standards Officer

Secretariat of the International Plant Protection Convention

Enclosures (8):
1.
IPPC statement of commitment (English, French, Spanish)
2.
Specification No. 43 (Movement of soil and growing media in association with plants in international trade) (English only)

3.
Specification No. 44 (Pest risk analysis for plants as quarantine pests) (English only)

4.
Specification No. 45 (Import of plant breeding material for scientific research, education or other specific use) (English only)

5.
Specification for technical panels No. 1, Rev. 2 (Technical panel on diagnostic protocols) (English only)

6.
Specification for technical panels No. 3, Rev. 1 (Technical panel on phytosanitary treatments) (English only)

7.
Guidelines for the operation of expert working groups (English, French, Spanish)
8.
Terms of reference and rules of procedure for technical panels (English only)
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