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COMMON PROCEDURES FOR TECHNICAL PANELS

[modified by the Standards Committee (November 2008)]

Technical panels operate under the guidance and supervision of the Standards Committee (SC) in accordance with the Terms of Reference and Rules of Procedure for Technical Panels (see report of CPM-3 (2008), Appendix 11). 

In relation to their technical areas, technical panels should:

1.
Assist in the development of draft standards, annexes, appendices, supplements, amendments or additions to standards in response to requests for work by the CPM and as directed by the SC. Specific guidance is provided in the specification for each technical panel. 

2.
Propose topics and priorities for new or revised standards (including supplements, annexes, appendices or other components of standards) for inclusion in the CPM work programme via the biennial call for topics, and in accordance with the Procedure and criteria for identifying topics for inclusion in the IPPC standard setting work programme (see report of CPM-3 (2008), Appendix 8). 

3.
Propose subjects and priorities to the SC for new or revised standards (including supplements, annexes, appendices or other components of standards) under any topic that is already on the IPPC standard setting work programme.

3.
Provide advice on work areas that need further research or investigation and propose a strategy for progression of the topic.

4.
Provide advice on whether the work of the technical panel overlaps with the work of other IPPC groups and ensure coordination with these groups to prevent duplication of work. Propose a mechanism for any interactions.

5.
Provide advice on outcomes and issues of relevant IPPC workshops or meetings or other relevant meetings and monitor technical and scientific progress in the relevant field. Where appropriate, make recommendations to the SC.

6.
Propose an annual work programme for the technical panel taking into account the direction given by the SC.

7.
Produce a report of each meeting in accordance with Rule 10 of the Terms and reference and rules of procedures of technical panels, reporting on all the elements above and presenting, as relevant, new or revised technical panel working procedures.

8.
Produce an executive summary of the work of the technical panel for the SC as necessary, including recommendations for action. This is reported to the SC, through the steward, generally at the May meeting of the SC (or at the November meeting for specific topics if needed).
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