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Standards Committee Working Group
1.
OPENING OF THE MEETING

1. The International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) Secretariat opened the meeting and welcomed participants to the Standards Committee Working Group (SC-7) meeting. The SC-7 member from the Near East Region was unable to attend. Stewards for two draft ISPMs were in attendance. 

2.
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

2. The SC-7 adopted the agenda as presented in Appendix 1. The documents list is presented in Appendix 2. The SC-7 elected Mr. Holtzhausen (South Africa) as Chairperson. 

3.
DRAFT ISPMs FOR REVIEW AND REVISION AFTER MEMBER CONSULTATION

3. Two draft ISPMs were presented to the SC-7. These drafts contained stewards’ revisions in response to member comments received during the 2008 comment period and comments received from the Technical Panel for the Glossary (TPG) regarding definitions and consistency.
3.1
Pest free potato micropropagative material and minitubers for international trade
4. The steward (UK) gave a brief overview of key issues from member consultation. She indicated that 446 comments were received from members and that additional comments were received from the Technical Panel for the Glossary (TPG).
In the Definitions section 
5. The definition of “microtuber” was deleted. The SC-7 agreed that “minituber” was the more common term and that both terms were not needed. The definition of “minituber” was revised as proposed by the TPG, but with the addition of “pest free media” to be consistent with the rest of the text. 
In the Background section
6. In response to member comments that the term pest free could be misleading, a paragraph was added to the background section to clarify that, in this draft ISPM, potato material that has been tested and found free from the pests regulated by the importing country, or that is derived from such tested material, and that is maintained under conditions to prevent infestation, is referred to as pest free potato micropropagative material or pest free minitubers. 
7. In response to member comments, a paragraph was added to the background section to indicate that some seed potato certification schemes may meet requirements in the draft ISPM, but that the pests covered by a specific scheme may not meet all of the phytosanitary requirements of importing countries. Other references to seed potato certification schemes were deleted from the draft based on member concerns that the draft implied that seed potato certification schemes covered phytosanitary requirements. 

In section 1. Responsibilities

8. In order to better clarify importing and exporting country responsibilities this section was reordered and divided into two paragraphs.

In section 2.1 Pathway-specific lists of regulated potato pests

9. The SC-7 discussed obligations of countries, contracting parties, and NPPOs with respect to regulated pest lists and decided to retain a reference to “countries”, because this term is broader and includes both members and non members.  
In section 2.2.1 Potato micropropagative material

10. The SC-7 made changes to the text to clarify the meaning of the terms “candidate plants” and “pest free potato micropropagative material”. The term “candidate plant” refers to a selected plant that is being tested for the pests regulated by the importing country.  The term “pest free potato micropropagative material” refers to material for which all relevant testing has been successfully completed. 
In section 6.1 Records

11. Some member comments proposed that records be kept for only one year rather than for five years, and some member comments proposed that records be kept as long as the material was kept and then for an additional 5 years. In discussing this issue, the SC-7 noted that it is important to be able to confirm testing for pathogens that may have occurred several years previously when tracebacks are required (the example of ring rot was given). The SC-7 decided to keep the requirement to maintain records for at least five years.
In Annex 1 Criteria for the Recognition of Official Testing Laboratories

12. Member comments proposed that this annex be deleted and that the TPDP develop criteria for testing laboratories. In discussion, the SC-7 determined that the requirements in the annex are very broad and would not conflict with any detailed requirements the TPDP might produce and  provided much useful information on general requirements for testing laboratories. Based on this discussion the SC-7 decided to retain the Annex.
In Annex 2 Requirements for Micropropagation Facilities

13. Member comments proposed changing Annex 2 to an Appendix because the requirements are not all mandatory. The SC-7 discussed at length whether the requirements in this Annex were optional or mandatory. The SC-7 determined that some requirements are mandatory and some might be necessary depending on specific circumstances, such as pest status in an area. It was decided to maintain Annex 2 as an annex and to change the title to Additional Specifications for Potato Micro-propagation Facilities. Corresponding changes were made to the title and the text of section 3.4. 
In Annex 3 Requirements for Minituber Production Facilities
14.  Member comments proposed changing Annex 3 to an Appendix because the requirements are not all mandatory. After discussion the group considered that many elements of the Annex are not optional and recommended adding language in the chapeau of Annex 3 to indicate that the elements listed should be considered and, where necessary, included. It was decided to maintain Annex 3 as an annex. 
In Appendix 1 Pests that may be of Concern with Respect to Micropropagative Material
15. Member comments proposed that scientific names for pests should include taxonomic information and the describing authority. The value of including this information was discussed by the SC-7. The steward also raised a concern about the accuracy of the information in this Appendix. In the short term, the SC-7 requested the Steward of the TPDP to consult with TPDP discipline leads to review this appendix in order to verify taxonomic information and ensure that pest names are current and unambiguous.  

In Appendix 2 Pests that may be of Concern to Potato Minituber Production 
16. Member comments proposed that pest names in this appendix be current and unambiguous. Also, it was proposed that appropriate reference authorities for different pest groups be identified and included. The SC-7 would request the TPDP to set up a process to verify that pest names are current and unambiguous and to determine appropriate reference authorities for different pest groups.
In new Appendix 3 Flow Chart showing the Normal Sequence of Establishment, Maintenance and Production of Potato Micropropagative Material and Minitubers

17. A flow chart diagram had been drafted by the Steward to clarify the process of establishing, maintaining, and producing potato micropropagative material and minitubers. The SC-7 agreed that a modified version of the flow chart should be included. The SC-7 requested the Secretariat to refine the flow chart and work with the Steward in this regard. 
18. Noting the tasks outstanding related to the appendices which are described above, the SC-7 recommended this draft ISPM to the SC.

3.2
Review of Fruit Fly Trapping Guidelines
19. The steward (NAPPO) gave a brief overview of key issues from member comments. He indicated that 643 comments were received from members and noted that the majority of comments had been incorporated into the draft text. 

General comments:
20. The steward noted that many comments were in relation to whether the draft should be an annex to ISPM No.26 (Establishment of pest free areas for fruit flies (Tephritidae)) or an appendix or as a stand alone standard. The SC-7 discussed the issue at length, and noted that there were similarities to diagnostic protocols and this text should be considered as an Annex and that the scope of the draft is wider than pest free areas for fruit flies. It was also noted that a lot of the information in the draft is highly technical and may change as new scientific information becomes available.  As a compromise, the SC-7 suggested that section 3.3 (Trapping Devices) be made an appendix to ISPM No. 26 but the rest of the text should be maintained as an annex to ISPM No. 26. 
21. It was also agreed that, after adoption of this draft standard by the CPM, the Secretariat could need to modify the table of contents of ISPM No. 26 to reflect that Appendix 1 would be replaced by this text and a new Appendix 1 would be added describing commonly used fruit fly traps.  

22. The steward noted that the use of some specific terms should be resolved in the draft. In particular, the terms such as “incursion” and “outbreak”, and “find” and “detection”, were used interchangeably in the draft. He noted that the draft had been revised to use the terms outbreak and detection. It was also agreed to change “generation” to “life cycle” in the text.

23. The SC-7 discussed several changes to the proposed text taking into account ISPM No. 26. Furthermore, the SC-7 considered suggesting that the steward check whether further alignment of the annex on fruit fly trapping would be required to avoid duplication and ensure it is more consistent with ISPM No. 26. However, this was viewed as not following the standard setting process. The Chairperson reminded the SC-7 that this was the work of the SC-7 and should not be deferred.
in Section 1: Pest situations and survey types
24. The steward noted that comments were received on this section with regard to the types of surveys (detection, delimiting, monitoring) that are conducted. He noted that the section had been re-drafted to align it with other standards, including ISPM No. 6 (Guidelines for surveillance) and ISPM No. 8 (Determination of pest status in an area). He also noted that the descriptions of pest situations had been re-drafted to clarify the text.  As extensive redrafting of pest situations and survey types had been done to this section, it was agreed that the table describing the same information was redundant and was deleted.  
in Section 3: Use of insecticides in traps

25. The steward also noted that many comments were received on the use of insecticides for trapping. He noted that products are contained in a device (trap) and not sprayed into the environment and that this is regarded as a relatively environmentally friendly use of insecticides. It was noted that each country has its own pesticide registration laws that would apply to the use of insecticides in traps.  The SC-7 decided that, as ample information exists on what insecticides can be used in traps, mention of specific chemicals in this standard was not necessary.
in Use of host descriptions

26. The steward noted that the specification for a new ISPM on “determination of host status of fruits to fruit flies” had been approved by the SC for member consultation and that this ISPM, once developed, was likely to propose new terms for hosts of fruit flies (host, non-host and conditional host). However, the use of the terms “primary,” “secondary” and “occasional” hosts was retained in this draft as this is  the most widely used terminology  by fruit fly specialists. 
in Table: List of attractants and field longevity
27. The steward suggested deleting the columns under “Survey Programme” in this table (current Table 3). He suggested that the information in these columns could more easily be explained in the text, and this would make the table clearer. 
in Section 4:
28. The SC-7 discussed the issue of trap density in an area. It was noted that the densities were presented in this draft as a range to account for variations. These ranges are based on current densities in operational programs worldwide.  Tables 4a-4f were modified to align the text in the tables with changes made in Section 1 in relation to the interaction between types of surveys and pest situations.
in Section 5: 
“Recommended trap densities”

29. The SC-7 noted that as this document was intended to serve as a guideline for trapping, the use of the term “recommended” was too strong. The SC-7 agreed to replace the term “recommended” with “suggested”. It was also noted that the trap densities were based on scientific research but also considered practical use, feasibility and cost.

in Section 6:

30. The SC-7 discussed whether or not Figures 19 and 20 provided useful information to the draft. It was agreed to remove figure 20 and to add explanatory text instead. 

in Section 7:

31. The SC-7 discussed the issue of independent evaluations of programmes. It was decided it would be more appropriate to state that programmes should be periodically reviewed by individuals that are not directly involved with the programme and modified the text accordingly. 
in Section 8: 

32. The SC-7 debated whether or not to retain the section on references. It was noted that because this Annex replaces Appendix 1 of ISPM No. 26, information contained in the reference section would not be published elsewhere if it was not included here. Furthermore, it was noted that the technical information contained in this Annex is largely based on publications provided in this reference section.  The SC-7 decided to retain the reference section but modified the introductory sentence accordingly. 

33. After modifying the draft based on the discussions, the SC-7 recommended that the draft be sent to the SC. 
34. The SC-7 was reminded that there would be a possibility of having a short SC-7 meeting in October/November 2009 depending on the number and complexity of the comments received on the draft ISPM entitled: Design and operation of post-entry quarantine stations for plants.
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