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Citrus Production in Tunisia
Area

• About 28 000 Ha (5% of fruit trees area).
• 75% of the citrus orchards are in the Northeastern Tunisia (Cap Bon Region).

Farmers
• 12 000 farmers (most of them are small farmers)

Packing stations
• 11 certified Packing stations

Local market
• Supplying the local market for almost 8 months

Export

• 12 export destinations, with most of the quantities exported to the                   
French market (Maltaise variety).
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Causal agent: Phyllosticta citricarpa (fungus)
Quarantine organism according to the Tunisian legislation:
“Order of the Minister of Agriculture of May 31, 2012, establishing
the list of quarantine organizations”
EU: Listed among the 20 priority quarantine organisms:
“COMMISSION DELEGATED REGULATION (EU) 2019/1702 of 1
August 2019 supplementing Regulation (EU) 2016/2031 of the
European Parliament and of the Council by establishing the list of
priority quarantine organisms”

Citrus Black Spot



IPPC Global Workshop on Systems Approaches | 1–4 December 2025

 Interception of contaminated Tunisian Citrus shipments by CBS in March 2019 by the French Phytosanitary 
Control Services

Tunisia is no longer a CBS Free country

First detection in the Mediterranean basin

Exports to the EU - 2019

Declaration in July 2019
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Meeting with the Directorate-General for Health & Food Safety (DG
SANTE) - EU to diffuse the information:
•Traceability of intercepted shipments has been identified
•Self-suspension of citrus fruit exports (no PC issued untill 2020)
•Creation of a multidisciplinary committee to:
1. Program short-term emergency measures,
2. Establish a medium-term national strategy to control CBS, and
monitor the implementation.

Measures Taken
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1. Emergency measures

Phytosanitary 
surveys:  

demarcation
&

recognition of   
PFA/places/

sites

Purchase of 
equipements

for the 
quarantine

laboratory for 
molecular
detection

Chemical 
control (50% 
subsidy on 
fungicide  

treatment for 
small farmers).

Rising 
awareness : 
information 

days.
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2. National Strategy (Contingency Plan)

1 • Legislation

2 • Phytosanitary surveys

3 • Laboratory testing – reliable detection

4 • Control (chemical treatement…)

5 • Scientific research

6 • Extension and Training
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NPPO

Regional Offices 
of the Ministry

DG for 
Agricultural 
Production

Farmers' Union

Exporters' Union
Agricultural 
Scientific
Research

Agricultural 
Extension and 

Training Agency

Interprofessional
Fruit Association

Citrus Technical
Center

Stakeholders
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Identify infected and disease-free areas
according to ISPMs.

Reduce infestations in foci to the lowest
possible level in the short term and achieve
eradication in the medium term.

Preserve the status of PFA against the risk
of disease infiltration.

Ensure the continuity of exports
according to the phytosanitary
requirements of importing countries.

Goals of the CP
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60.b
the fruits originate in
an area established
by the NPPO in the
country of origin as
being free from
Phyllosticta
citricarpa

60.c
the fruits originate in a
place of production
established by the NPPO
in the country of origin
as being free from
Phyllosticta
citricarpa
and
the fruits are found free
of symptoms of
Phyllosticta citricarpa

60.d
the fruits originate in a site of production subjected to
appropriate treatments and cultural measures against Phyllosticta
citricarpa
and
official inspections have been carried out in the site of
production during the growing season since the beginning of the
last cycle of vegetation, and no symptoms of Phyllosticta
citricarpa have been detected in the fruits,
and
the harvested fruits from that site of production are found free of
symptoms of Phyllosticta citricarpa during an official inspection
prior to export, of a representative sample, defined in accordance
with international standards
and
information on traceability is included in the phytosanitary
certificate,

60.a
the fruits originate
in a country
recognised as free
from Phyllosticta
citricarpa

60.e
in the case of fruits 

destined for industrial 
processing

Measures taken for exports to the EU Regulation (EU) 2019/2072



IPPC Global Workshop on Systems Approaches | 1–4 December 2025

Issue an order for the obligatory control,
Establishment of a technical committe,
Insert a requirement for CBS freedeom in 
the certification schemes concerning production 
of  plant material.

Legislation
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Development of a detailed survey guide based on
ISPMs (symptoms, sampling, GPS coordinates, etc.),
Establishment and Training of 12 survey teams
Coverage of all production areas,
Samples for analysis,
Each production site is identified by a unique code.
Monitoring yearly

Surveys
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 The production site must fulfill with export requirements to 
obtain a phytosanitary certificate (orchard/site certificate):
• Negative test results,
• Applying chemical treatments,
• Implementing cultural techniques to control the 

disease.

These measures are applied to all destinations to encourage 
farmers to join the control program

Surveys
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Distribution
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Visit of an expert (Head of the European Union reference laboratory) to the Quarantine Laboratory (November
2019, TAIEX capacity building program).

Laboratory analysis

• Technical advice on the identification of P. citricarpa,
• Implementation of real-time PCR protocol to ensure reliable diagnosis.
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 Development of a detailed phytosanitary control guide for citrus shipments intended for export
(symptoms, sampling, procedures, etc.).
 Support and training for phytosanitary inspectors.

 Discussion with exporters & packing houses managers about the prior measures to export with
conformity with the new EU requirements
 Training for technicians at packing stations.

Pre-export inspection
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Rigorous control of 
all shipments

No symptoms

Export 
Authorized 

Phytosanitary 
Certificate with 

DS

Presence of 
suspicious spots

Export cancelled + 
Samples taken for 

analysis

In case of a positive result: 
Orchard Certificate with drawn

Pre-export inspection
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Plant health 
monitoring and 

sampling

Treatments and 
cultivation techniques

Negative test 
results

Phytosanitary
Certificate Production 

Site

Pre-export 
phytosanitary

control

Issue of a P.C. Traceability
documents (C.P. Site)

Additional statement

Production site

Packing station
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• Presentations – Roll-up banners – Flyers… during agricultural fairs
• Field days for training phytosanitary inspectors in order to recognize CBS

symptoms
• Information days campaign for farmers, technicians, and packing stations on

disease identification (symptoms, etc.) and prevention and control methods

Awareness
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Infected sites are identified.
Mondatory Control - Appropriate Chemical treatement.
Certificate for free sites of production.
More reliable laboratory testing (molecular tools) in conformity with
the ISPM.
 Strict inspection prior to export

The measures taken have achieved satisfactory results

Only one interception of a CBS-contaminated shipment has been recorded between 2020 and 2025.

The distribution of CBC decreased significantly between 2020 and 2025.

Audit to assess the official Tunisian export control system for plants and plant products to the European Union, from

November 16 to 27, 2020.The information provided is satisfactory. Audit closed.



Thank you
شكرا
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