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Rethinking ISPMs
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« Comments received during consultation on the reorganization of the pest risk analysis
ISPMs in 2023 highlighted that some ISPMs can be challenging for some contracting
parties to interpret and comply with because they are:

— long and complex; and
— core requirements are unclear

* Comments were used to explore broader issues with the ISPMs in a paper prepared for
the IPPC Strategic Planning Group (SPG)

e The 2025 report of the SPG to CPM-19 included a presentation on the paper that
assessed the issues (CPM 2025/47) https://www.ippc.int/en/publications/94206/
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https://www.ippc.int/en/publications/94206/

Assessment of the Issues (from cCPM 2025/47) -

1. Low readability
Many ISPMs:

e are ‘difficult to read’
e contain long and repetitive sentences
* include unnecessary and specialized words

e do not align with the FAO style for plain language
https://openknowledge.fao.org/items/8ef0263b-a2b8-44fa-8120-3f001f8e4ef5
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2. Low translatability

* Technical language used in ISPMs can be hard to translate into non-FAO
languages

Languages are diverse in many regions, and some may not speak any of
the FAO languages as official languages

* |f ISPMs can not be translated accurately, they may be misinterpreted
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 Some ISPMs use the term ‘should’ excessively indicating many requirements

3. Core requirements are unclear

e Guidance information in ISPMs is overly complicated and detailed
* Guidance information can be incorrectly interpreted as requirements
 The naming of ISPMs can be misleading, e.g.

ISPMs 42-45 are ‘Requirements for...” suggesting they are obligatory

ISPMs 9, 13, 19, 20, 23, 24, are ‘Guidelines for ... implying they are optional
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Options for Resolving Issues (from CPM 2025/47). -

The CPM paper (CPM 2025/47) proposed some initial options for improving the ISPMs. These
were:

1. Drafting ISPMs in plain language
2. Using visual and digital tools in ISPMs

3. Layering information in ISPMs i.e. beginning with a concise summary followed by
more detailed guidance

OR
drafting ISPMs with core requirements only

4. Learning from other standard setting organizations
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Discuss the issues considering the following guiding questions:

1. Regional relevance: Do the issues outlined in the CPM 2025/47 paper present challenges or
concerns specific to your region?

2. Gaps in the paper: Are there any additional issues or concerns not addressed in CPM
2025/47 that should be considered?

3. Improving ISPMs: What potential options or approaches should be explored to enhance the
effectiveness and clarity of ISPMs?

4. Implementation challenges: What are the main barriers to implementing these options, and
what practical solutions could help overcome them?

5. Key messages for the SPG: Are there any key points or regional perspectives that should be
communicated to the SPG?
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1. Provide regional comments to the IPPC Secretariat during the Regional Workshop

2. Ensure your IPPC SC, IC and Bureau members understand your region’s thinking on this
topic

3. Consider if your region or your country would like to develop a discussion paper for the
SPG on this topic

4. The IPPCSC and IC are developing papers on the future of the ISPMs for the 2025 SPG
meeting

5. The SPG will discuss and recommend to CPM-20 a way forward
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IPPC Secretariat

Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations (FAO)

Thank you
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