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DRAFT SPECIFICATION FOR ISPM:

Annex on Remote Audits (2023-031) to
ISPM 47
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Background

* An audit in the phytosanitary context is a documented, systematic review
of a phytosanitary system or procedure to evaluate the level of control,
ensure that is conforms with the requirements set by the auditing NPPO
and evaluate whether the system or procedure is achieving the expected
phytosanitary objective

* |SPM 47 (Audit in the phytosanitary context) which was adopted in 2022
covers audits in the phytosanitary context conducted by national plant
protection organizations in its own territory, or with and in the territory of
another NPPO. ISPM 47 also covers audits conducted by entities that have
been authorized by the NPPO to conduct audits on its behalf
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e (CPM-18 (2024) added the topic Annex: Remote audits to ISPM 47 (Audit //Ef

in the phytosanitary context) to the list of topics

* In May 2025, the SC revised and approved the draft specification for
country consultation
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Reason for the development of the draft

specification

* New technological advancements have allowed contracting
parties to conduct remote audits when in-person audits are
not possible or practical because of challenges such as travel
restrictions, emergency situations, financial constraints or
availability of experts

Audit in the
phytosanitary context

 Remote audits can offer significant benefits to contracting
parties while providing an appropriate level of oversight
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 Remote audits allow for continuity of audit related activities,
provide a flexible framework in achieving audit objectives
and allows additional experts to participate

* ISPM 47 does not offer specific guidance on conducting
remote audits
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Scope

 The annex s intended to provide guidance for conducting remote audits

in the phytosanitary context by an NPPO in its own territory or with and
in the territory of another NPPO.

* The Annex should also cover remote audits conducted by entities that
have been authorized by the NPPPO to conduct audits on its behalf
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Purpose

* The annex to ISPM 47 aims to support a common approach to
conducting remote audits, thereby increasing trust and understanding
among contracting parties.
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Main tasks that the EWG should undertake
in relation to the draft specification

Describe what a remote audit is and the circumstances under which it may
be used instead of an in-person audit

Review current best practices, examples and approaches for remote audits,
including hybrid (i.e.. partially remote) audits where only some parts of the
audit are conducted remotely

|dentify the advantages, limitations and risks for using remote audit
techniques and methodologies and identify the activities that are most
suitable to be audited remotely
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Main tasks that the EWG should undertake in
relation to the draft specification (cont’d)

* Describe the requirements for conducting remote audit

e Consider whether the Annex could affect in a specific way (positively or
negatively) the protection of biodiversity and the environment. If this is
the case, the impact should be identified, clarified and addressed in the
draft annex

e Consider implementation of the annex by contracting parties and identify
potential operational and technical implementation issues
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Consultation period - 2025

* The 2025 consultation period opened on 1 July 2025

* The 2025 consultation period will close on 30
September 2025

=

* The steward of this specification will review
comments and revise the draft Specification which

will be presented to the Standards Committee Online CDnggt)iﬂQ System
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IPPC Secretariat

Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations (FAO)

Thank you


mailto:ippc@fao.org
http://www.ippc.int/
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