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2018 THEME “YEAR OF PLANT HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION”: RPPOS SUGGESTIONS
1. Background

[1] In accordance with the IPPC Strategic Framework 2012-2019, the IPPC vision to protect the world's plant resources from pests is achieved through four strategic objectives:

(a) protect sustainable agriculture and enhance global food security through the prevention of pest spread;

(b) protect the environment, forests and biodiversity from plant pests;

(c) facilitate economic and trade development through the promotion of harmonized scientifically based phytosanitary measures; and

(d) develop phytosanitary capacity for members to accomplish A, B and C.
[2] To address these strategic objectives, four annual themes for the IPPC community have been introduced in 2015 to promote specific aspects of the IPPC mandate on an annual basis. Therefore, the IPPC community will focus on the following themes for the period 2016-2019:

· 2016 Plant Health and Food Security
· 2017 Plant Health and Trade Facilitation
· 2018 Plant Health and Environmental Protection
· 2019 Plant Health and Capacity Development
[3] The IPPC Secretariat has planned to develop and populate relevant thematic web pages on the IPPC website (www.ippc.int), with the aim to disseminate information related to the links between plant health and food security, plant health and trade facilitation, plant health and environmental protection, and plant health and capacity development, and relevant activities conducted on them.

[4] In addition, the IPPC Secretariat has organized or is planning to hold IPPC seminars on the annual themes, as well as attending relevant side events at international meetings.

[5] Finally, annual factsheets are being developed (on IPPC, on food security, on trade facilitation, on environmental protection and on capacity development, all available on the IPP media kit page: https://www.ippc.int/en/media-kit/). 
2. IPPC Secretariat Plan for Annual Theme on Plant Health and Environmental Protection (2018)

[6] Dissemination of information on the annual theme will be organized via the following means:

· New factsheet on Plant Health and Environmental Protection.

· Two IPPC Seminars, also involving other biodiversity-related conventions.

· Attendance of one side event, in cooperation with other biodiversity-related conventions.

· Update of relevant web page on IPPC website.

[7] Cooperation with biodiversity-related conventions will be strengthened as resources allow through:

· Participation in the Biodiversity Liaison Group.

· Implementation of cooperation agreement and joint work plan with the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD).

· Participation to InforMEA
 project through development of an e-learning module on IPPC, contribution to the population of contents, and support to awareness raising.

· Participation to one coordination meeting of Public Information Officers of biodiversity-related conventions.

· Participation to biodiversity awareness campaign, coordinated by UN Environment.

[8] Considering the plan outlined in section 2, RPPOs are requested to:

· Provide feedback on the IPPC Secretariat plan for the annual theme for 2018.

· Suggest possible support for these activities.

· Provide additional suggestions to celebrate and disseminate information on the annual theme for 2018.

� More on InforMEA: � HYPERLINK "https://www.informea.org/en/about" �https://www.informea.org/en/about� 
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