Specification No. 5: Risk analysis for environmental hazards of plant pests

Description of the purpose of the standard:

To provide specific guidance regarding the application of PRA to the evaluation of risks associated with plant pests as hazards to the environment.   

Scope:

The environmental hazards standard provides details regarding risk analysis criteria for evaluating environmental impacts for plant pests, including invasive species affecting uncultivated/unmanaged plants and more broadly ecosystems contained in the PRA area.

It specifically does not include assessments for introduction of biological control organisms.

Tasks:

Review existing PRA procedures (IPPC and others as appropriate) and identify relevant hazards to the environment and methods for the evaluation of their risk. Formulate a supplement to the existing standard on PRA for quarantine pests (ISPM No. 11)t. 

Provision of resources:

Funding for meetings is provided from the regular programme of the IPPC Secretariat (FAO) except where expert participation is voluntarily funded by the expert’s government.
Proposed work programme: Expert Working Group set for 6-10 August 2001 in Vienna, Austria

Steward: to be determined

Collaborator: [EPPO]

Expertise: Requires phytosanitary experts familiar with PRA standards and procedures as well as familiarity with environmental impacts and methods for their evaluation.

Participants: Ms. Quinlan (GISP), Mr. Unger (Germany), + 5 other phytosanitary experts to be determined, including CBD representative(s)

Approval: Third Session of the Interim Standards Committee, May 2001

References: ISPM No. 2; ISPM No. 11; report of the working group that met last June; discussion papers as appropriate.

