
Specification No. 28
Title: Areas of low pest prevalence for fruit flies 

Reason for the standard: ICPM-6 identified the need for the formation of a Technical Panel on pest free areas and systems approaches for fruit flies.  One of the tasks given to the TP relates to systems approaches for fruit flies, which requires areas of low pest prevalence (ALPP) for fruit flies as a component. An Expert Working Group (EWG) will work under the direction of the TP to develop a standard on ALPPs for fruit flies.

The concept of areas of low pest prevalence is addressed in the IPPC and the WTO-SPS Agreement, and the standard should take into account these provisions as they apply to areas of low pest prevalence as well as least trade restrictive measures under both the IPPC and the WTO-SPS Agreement. 

Scope and purpose: This standard provides guidance on the establishment and maintenance of areas of low pest prevalence for fruit flies.

Tasks: 
The EWG should:
1. consider existing relevant ISPMs, and ensure consistency with other ISPMs and draft ISPMs in development;
2. consider criteria for defining, describing and determining ALPPs for fruit flies;
3. identify case studies that could act as good examples for establishment of  ALPPs for fruit flies;
4. develop standardized procedures to establish and maintain ALPPs for fruit flies;
5. consider the need for guidance for establishing, maintaining and verifying ALPPs for fruit flies as appropriate (considering the existing guidance in the draft standard on PFAs for fruit flies) on:

a. surveillance
b. suppression
c. regulatory controls, where necessary
d. corrective actions
e. suspension, termination and reinstatement of areas.
6. consider whether guidance is required on the
relationship between ALPPs for fruit flies to/from PFAs for fruit flies and/or pest free places of production;

7. consider situations where ALPP for fruit flies may or may not apply.
Provision of resources: Funding for meetings is provided from the regular programme of the IPPC Secretariat (FAO) except where expert participation is voluntarily funded by the expert’s government.

Steward: Magda Gonzalez (Costa Rica).
Collaborator: to be determined

Expertise: A consultant with experience in implementing PFAs and ALPPs for fruit flies and in systems approaches for fruit flies, and with regulatory experience on fruit flies. The consultant should also have expertise with more than one genus of fruit fly and have experience with fruit flies in several regions.
Participants: to be determined

Approval: Introduced into the work programme by the ICPM at its Sixth Session in April 2004. TP Specification No. 2 (Technical Panel on pest free areas and systems approaches for fruit flies), which tasked the TP to work on a systems approach which requires a component on ALPP for fruit flies, approved by the SC in April 2004. Present specification approved by the SC in November 2004.
References: 

IPPC 1997; WTO-SPS Agreement; ISPMs No. 4, No. 6, No. 8, No. 9, No. 10, No. 14; relevant draft ISPMs, appendix of the draft ISPM on areas of low pest prevalence (as modified by the steward) presented to the SC7 in November 2004 (Guidance for the establishment of an ALPP for some insects); relevant regional standards. 

