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ePhyto 

Background 

• IPPC ePhyto Steering Group 

• Basics of ePhyto 

• IPPC Harmonisation of ePhyto 

• ISPM 12 

• ePhyto website 



 
 

ePhyto Steering Group 
• The IPPC ePhyto Steering Group was established by the 8th session of the 

Commission on Phytosanitary Measures (CPM) to provide oversight, 
guidance and advice on IPPC efforts to facilitate the international 
exchange  of electronic phytosanitary information among contracting 
parties. 

 

• Nico Horn – chair (Europe region, The Netherlands) 

• Walter Fabian Alessandrini (Latin America, Argentina) 

• Christian B. Dellis (North America region, United States of America) 

• Chen Maoyu (Asia region, China) 

• Peter Neimanis (Southwest Pacific region, Australia) 

• Diego Quiroga (Bureau member, Argentina ) 

• Craig Fedchock (IPPC Secretariat) 

• Josiah M. Syanda (Africa region, Kenya) 

• Marie-Pierre Mignault (IPPC Secretariat, in-kind Canada) 
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Paper certificate 

Electronic certificate  

Certificate number 
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ePhyto system 

Paper certificate 

Electronic certificate (ePhyto) 
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Paper certificate 

Electronic certificate (ePhyto) 

National system 
National system Exchange 



eCert and ePhyto 

eCert is the general term used for electronic 
certification  

eCert can be veterinary, phytosanitary, food 
safety 

ePhyto is a specific term used for electronic 
phytosanitary certification 

ePhyto follows the harmonisation as agreed by 
the IPPC and described in ISPM 12, Appendix 1 



ePhyto 

An electronic phytosanitary certificate. 

Is NOT a copy or a pdf of a printed phytosanitary 
certificate that is emailed. 

Is a secured data set using standardized format for 
secure transmission electronically between NPPO of 
exporting country and NPPO importing country 

Is the equivalent of a paper phytosanitary certificate 
and may be used if accepted by the NPPO of the 
importing country. 

 



Benefits harmonized ePhyto 
• reduce fraud  

• reduce data entry (reuse data) 

• reduce costs (printing, shipping, sorting, 
distribution, archiving) 

• expedite communication between NPPOs 

• improve security 

• improve planning for inspection  

• reduce delays replacement  certificates 

• link into ‘single window’ initiative 

 

 



Harmonisation ePhyto essential 

• Several countries started phytosanitary eCert 

• Similar approach, same starting point, but 
different solutions 

• Global exchange of ePhytos does not work 
with different solutions 

• Move from bilateral exchange to global 
exchange,  global harmonisation is needed 

• IPPC is the right place to harmonize 

 



ISPM 12 Appendix 1 
Electronic phytosanitary certificates,  

information on standard XML  
schemes and exchange mechanisms 

  - Adopted in 2014 
- Standardisation of: 
 format of message (UN/CEFACT schema and  

         mapping) 
 contents of message (terms and codes) 
 exchange mechanism (authentication and  

         security) 
  



Harmonisation  
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Electronic phytosanitary certificates 

- Same wording and data as paper 
certificates 

- Including certifying statement 
- Transmitted from NPPO to NPPO 
- Authenticated (be sure who is sender) 
- Secure transmission (no changes during 

transmission)  
 
 



<Name>Phytosanitary certificate<Name> 
<ID>EC/NL/04026805<ID> 
<IssueDateTime>2011-07-20<IssueDate Time> 
<IssuerSPSparty> 
<Name>Plant Protection Organization  
of the Netherlands<Name> 
<RecipientSPSparty> 
<Name>APHIS<Name> 
<Description>Cut flowers<Description> 
<ScientificName>Rosa spp.<ScientificName> 
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Appendix 1 ISPM 
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ePhyto.ippc.int 
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